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This month's "Special People" are the Brethren in Christ Bible 
quizzers and coaches—both those who competed at General 
Conference and those who are waiting until next year for 
another try for Denominational Finals. Pictured here are the 
nine teams in the Finals. In alphabetical order, from top left 
to lower right: Beulah Chapel, Carlisle, Elizabethtown, 
Fairview, Grantham, Manheim, Mt. Rock, Pequea, Wain-
fleet. Read the complete story about Conference quizzing 
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COMING to the 1994 General Conference knowing that the theme would be "Who is 
My Neighbor?" I must admit, had not stirred 
my curiosity very much. I was too busy making 
arrangements for what seemed like a million 
details. I left the Conference with the question 
in my mind, "Who isn't my neighbor?" 
Almost from the moment of my arrival, I 
was challenged—first, in the pre-Conference 
rally on stewardship entitled "Transforming 
Lifestyles in a Self-Centered World." More 
than once and by different people, God pointed 
out to me that in the story of the talents, it was 
the man who had only one talent who held onto 
it the tightest. Whether it be time, energy, or 
finances, it's easy to look at those who we think 
have more talents than we do and believe that 
the giving should come from them, thereby let-
ting ourselves off the hook. Jesus clearly taught 
in that parable that we are each 100 percent 
accountable for our talents and how we use 
them, whether we are entrusted with one or 
five. 
God challenged me to stop comparing 
myself to others and get on with the work of 
making my talent (resources) work for him and 
the furthering of his Kingdom. 
My challenge during the business sessions 
was much different. Understanding in a gener-
al way how our denomination functions and 
how Robert's Rules of Order work is one thing. 
It is quite another to use that terminology, 
understanding it, juggling it all in my mind, 
and trying to make intelligent and informed 
decisions when it came to voting. I do know 
that I have learned a great deal and in spite of 
the challenge (or maybe because of it), I 
enjoyed the business sessions a great deal. 
It seems that spending the better part of five 
days dealing with the "nuts and bolts" workings 
of the church (i.e., Constitution, Bylaws, arti-
cles, and reports) might be a lot. Compared 
with the hours spent in the work of the Lord by 
the church leaders, bishops, missionaries, pas-
tors, and lay persons during the intervening 
two years, it really isn't as much as it might 
first appear. 
General Conference is intense—no doubt 
about that. It takes place in an environment 
where you eat, drink, and sleep Conference. 
You work with people in the business sessions. 
You discuss business in the meal lines and 
while you eat. You worship in the evening with 
those people in the same auditorium. Then, just 
in case there was something you missed during 
the day, you go back and discuss Conference 
some more during the evening with your room-
mates. Intense—yes. Enjoyable and stimulat-
ing—again, yes. 
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Providing leadership from the platform were (left to 
right) David Zercher (Recording Secretary), Don 
Shafer (General Secretary), Harvey Sider (Moder-
ator) and Ken Hoke (Assistant Moderator). 
A challenge that came my way this week, by 
way of the Lord, and I believe for many others 
also, was to evaluate the way I view leadership. 
We can say we trust a leader, but that trust is 
put to the test when we are called to have faith 
in a leader's decisions. Not a blind and stupid 
faith, but faith in future decisions because past 
decisions have been proved right. Faith 
because I know, many times, that leader has an 
expertise that I do not have. More importantly 
we need to have faith in the integrity and wis-
dom of a leader—our leaders, if we believe 
God has placed them there. That doesn't mean 
I always have to agree or like the leading, but 
it is part of "submitting one to another." 
Our leaders showed wonderful grace this 
past week in their submission to the will of the 
General Conference body. They were a won-
derful example to me. Whether it be in family, 
church, government, or most importantly to 
God, I pray God would grant me a large mea-
sure of that grace. 
During the evening services, our challenge 
was to look at the three main words separately 
in the theme, "Who is My Neighbor?" For me, 
the evening services evolved into a reward for 
the day's work, not because they were shal-
low or merely entertaining, but because often 
after a hard day of mental gymnastics there 
was the reward of having my spirit nourished 
with the preaching and the singing, but most of 
all by the sheer joy of worshiping the Lord. 
On Saturday evening the Cedar Grove (Pa.) drama 
posed the question, "Who is my neighbor?" 
When I stop to think about it, that isn't unlike 
our heavenly reward. After a lifetime of toil 
here on earth, our reward will be to worship the 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords for all 
eternity. I can hardly wait. 
Lynn Cober 
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, 
Ont. 
MY OVERALL REACTION to General Confer-ence this year has been extremely posi-
tive. I was out of the country during the last 
Conference, so I had missed a lot for a few 
years, but I sensed awhile ago that various 
painful dynamics had developed within the 
church—distrust, discouragement, etc. In 
approaching this Conference, then, I 
thought that what would transpire 
would be either extremely divisive or 
unifying. In my estimation, God's 
presence has brought healing and 
developing unity. From administrators 
and pastors alike, conversation was 
honest, forthright, and constructive. 
Various feelings and perceptions were 
vented and, when necessary, correct-
ed. People seemed willing to make 
themselves vulnerable, even to the 
point of repentance. In general, the 
spirit of Conference was exceptional-
ly encouraging, even though the 
importance of some issues could have 
led to division. As a result, the church 
is primed to move on in constructive 
and exciting ways. 
Terry Brensinger 
Harrisburg (Pa.) congregation 
In general, 






















I'VE LEARNED at this, my first General Con-ference, that denominational policy devel-
opment is a bit like making maple syrup. In 
syrup production, the hired hands in the deep 
woods busy themselves with the essential, 
painstaking tasks of tapping, collecting, cook-
ing, and packaging the final product. The labor-
ers' commitment to the final product is mostly 
expressed in the production process. The wise 
owner of the maple syrup production business, 
however, has a different perspective. Though 
the owner is certainly interested in the various 
parts of the process, he is preoccupied with the 
JDOY LARVINGO, NAVAJO DELEGATE from the Navajo Brethren in 
I\Christ Mission in New Mexico, was invited to comment in 
writing about General Conference for the Visitor. He replied 
that he would rather talk with someone in person, rather than in 
writing, so Dorothy Sherk met with Roy and prepared this report: 
Roy remarked that parliamentary procedure should be fine-
tuned. However, he is impressed by the attitudes, the spiritual 
atmosphere, the forgiveness, no holding of grudges—a total turn-
around from the values held in his pre-Christian life. He said it 
would be nice if the process could be speeded up, but he is 
impressed by the Christian spirit—the sense of brotherhood—he 
felt. I asked, "You are the only Navajo here. Do you feel accept-
ed?" He responded, 'Totally. Wherever I am with Christian broth-
ers and sisters, I feel at home." 
Asked what the highlight of Conference was, Roy said, jok-
ingly, "Eating! Seriously, it is enjoying the fellowship with many 
brothers and sisters." 
Later, I met Roy again, and asked what he would tell the Nava-
jo church about General Conference. "I'll tell them that there was 
this lady who asked a lot of questions," he kidded. 
Enock Shamapani, bishop of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Zambia, brought the Wednesday evening 
message. 
issue of quality since the syrup coming from 
the plant carries his name. 
Given Brethren in Christ polity, tradition, 
and doctrine, I do not think the denomination-
al "deep woods" activities like General Con-
ference are unavoidable. Indeed, General Con-
ference is a procedural necessity. The chal-
lenge, therefore, is not to get out of the woods. 
Rather, it's to acquire the Owner's perspective. 
Beloved, be neither dismayed or preoccu-
pied with the business activities of General 
Conference. Instead, you and I should be pre-
occupied with etching our minds with the more 
important business of beholding—gazing 
intently at—the glory of God revealed in the 
Word of the Lord so that we will, indeed, 
change our perspectives to match those of our 
Owner and King. We must remain preoccu-
pied with beholding God's glory if we wish to 
have the capability of making disciples worthy 
of carrying his name. 
Mike Zurn 
Morrison (III.) congregation 
As A NEOPHYTE delegate to General Con-ference, I approached the experience with 
some trepidation, wondering about the wisdom 
of the Grantham congregation in sending 
someone who knew so little about the manner 
in which the broader church business is con-
ducted. What I did not know was that partici-
pating in Conference would be such a person-
ally enriching experience. Also, I came away 
with several impressions regarding the nature 
of the Brethren in Christ Church at the end of 
the twentieth century. 
First, many delegates desire the Brethren in 
Christ Church to be a grassroots church, hoping 
to retain for the largest possible number of peo-
ple the powers of decision-making, especially 
those decisions regarding important policy 
items. With some exceptions, this conviction 
was exhibited by the painstaking and some-
times tedious process the Conference body was 
willing to go through. Delegates listened to 
seemingly endless debates and worked through 
amendments to amendments in the attempt to 
determine issues related to power and control. 
The number of bishops, the manner in which 
they were to be selected, and the extent of their 
control occupied a large portion of Conference 
time. The balancing of the need for local and 
regional control with the need for a unifying 
center will no doubt dominate agendas of 
Evangelical Visitor 
future Conferences—power struggles seem to 
be an unavoidable facet of human existence. 
Secondly, our church takes very seriously its 
Christ-given mandate to spread the gospel and 
make disciples of all peoples. Because of this, 
business was not conducted in a perfunctory 
manner. Rather, the Conference demonstrated 
its conviction that God was both its Lord and 
its source of strength by beginning each day 
with singing, meditation, and prayer, and by 
stopping for corporate prayer periodically 
throughout the business sessions. At one point 
the Conference spent a significant amount of 
time in prayer seeking the movement of the 
Holy Spirit. Evening sermons and tangential 
programs attempted to relate the business of the 
sessions to the Conference theme, "Who is My 
Neighbor?" and to remind us that we cannot 
expect the work of God to go forward by par-
liamentary procedure alone. 
Lastly, I sensed that ours is a church family, 
not just a group of members assembled to do 
business. We are a group of brothers and sisters 
who love one another and who seek to encour-
age one another in our Christian walk. This 
was frequently demonstrated by the gracious-
ness with which delegates who disagreed 
addressed each other on the Conference floor. 
It was also exhibited in the breaking of bread 
together, not only in the formal communion 
and footwashing service Monday night, but 
also in the daily fellowship around the lunch 
and dinner tables, the greetings exchanged at 
break times, and the late night talkfests. We 
are more than a legislative body. Those of us 
with long Brethren in Christ pedigrees and 
those of us who have more recently embraced 
the church's doctrine and mission are truly kin-
dred in Christ. 
Pauline Stevick 
Grantham (Pa.) congregation 
WHAT STRUCK ME more than anything else about Conference '94 was the extent to 
which we bring our pain, frustration, and dis-
appointment to the Conference floor. This is 
not all bad, as long as we are aware of the pres-
ence of that pain, and allow for times of con-
fession and healing as a part of the "business" 
of the Conference. 
Conference '94 will not be remembered for 
any article that was revised or any amendment 
that was passed. It will be remembered as a 
time when some much-needed healing was 
begun and seeds of forgiveness were sown. 
I went away from Conference encouraged, 
and reminded that being about our Father's 
business includes a whole lot more than just 
"being about" the business of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Perry Engle 
New Community congregation, 
Pomona, Calif. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE has been for me a great bouquet of words: some delectable 
and joyfully received as nourishment to my 
soul; others perhaps less tasty, but needful for 
a balanced fare. The words I will savor as I 
recall this week together include: 
...Majestic words of marvelous hymns and 
songs fervently sung by the Conference body. 
...Bold words spoken by men of God calling 
us to understand and act upon the truth Jesus 
taught us concerning loving our neighbors and 
living transformed lives. 
...Quiet words of prayer shared with broth-
Conference 
'94 will be 
remembered 





and seeds of 
forgiveness 
were sown. 
Eduardo Llanes, summarizing the responses of the Miami area 
Hispanic pastors as they experienced General Conference: 
THE GROUP FELT that this was a very special time for them. They enjoyed so much our singing. Even though they don't 
always understand the words, it really ministers to them. They 
were amazed at our church's ability to sing. Some felt that this 
was one of the best weeks of their lives. Imagine it—General 
Conference! They were impressed by the care, love, and sense of 
brotherhood that they experienced. After such a long trip, they 
were not certain that it would be worth it, but last night as we 
shared our experience here, they expressed some of these positive 
feelings. Personally, I feel that it was a very positive experience 
for them, profitable for the bonding that continues to take place 
between our brothers and sisters in the Southeast Conference 
and now with the General Conference. Your hospitality to us 
has been great! 
August 1994 
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19 w wIIM Eww D K I fc • ing summarizes Conference's decisions on several major items: 
ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, the doctrinal statement, "Articles of Faith and Doctrine of the Brethren in 
Christ—North America," was approved with only one 
change in wording. In the section "Life in the Spirit," the 
amended sentence now reads, "As the Spirit works in the 
life of the believer, he or she is led forward in sanctification 
to a full surrender and commitment of the motives and 
will to Christ." The prior wording had been "...led forward 
to sanctification by a full surrender..." Other attempted 
amendments were defeated. This completes work on the 
doctrinal statement which began with the 1986 General 
Conference confirming a task force to oversee the writing 
process. 
CONFERENCE APPROVED the recommendation of the Board of Administration (BOA) to create a General 
Church Board (which will replace the BOA) and a Lead-
ership Council (which will replace the current Council of 
Ministries and Mission). The goal is to separate policy-
making (the responsibility of the General Church Board) 
from administration (the work of the Leadership Council). 
THE NUMBER AND PLACEMENT of regional conference bishops was a hot topic of discussion. Neither of the 
Board of Administration's options were adopted. Instead, 
Conference approved amended versions of two parts of a 
three-part motion from the floor: 
(1) Eight regional conferences with five bishops (as 
below) for only the 1994-96 biennium: 





(2) Established a committee to develop a plan—com-
plete with structure, personnel, and implementation—that 
would place a resident bishop in each of the eight region-
al conferences, bringing its report and recommendation to 
the 1996 General Conference. Named to the committee: the 
bishops serving during 1994-96, the regional representa-
tives to the General Church Board, a representative from 
the Board for Stewardship Services, the Moderator, and the 
General Secretary. 
Conference defeated the third part of the motion, which 
would have assigned the duties currently carried by the 
Moderator, General Secretary, and the Director of Bishops 
to those bishops whose regional conference responsibilities 
need to be less than full-time. 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON'S VOTE to eliminate the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting, the Board for Con-
gregational Life, the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, and 
the Board for Ministry and Doctrine passed by a slim mar-
gin: 184 in favor, 157 opposed (and a number not voting). 
A question was raised why the vote did not require a 2/3 
majority, since it materially altered the denomination's 
Warren Hoffman 
Dale Shaw 
John A. Byers 
John A. Brubaker 
| Bylaws. The response was that action taken by a 2/3 vote 
on Monday had already assigned the responsibilities of 
these agencies to the newly-formed Leadership Council. 
On Wednesday morning, a "roll call of honor" recog-
nized all those who were completing service on general 
church boards due to completion of a term or the elimina-
tion of the entire board. 
TERM LIMITATION was another point of Conference debate. Wednesday morning, by a close vote (244-
213), Conference approved a motion from the floor which 
placed a 12-year term limit on bishops, executive directors 
of boards, and general church leaders. On Wednesday after-
noon, however, the Bylaw section on tenure was referred to 
the General Church Board for review. 
ASTANDING OVATION was given to D. Ray and Audrey Hostetter on Thursday morning, in recognition of their 
30 years of leadership at Messiah College. Rodney 
Sawatsky, who succeeded Dr. Hostetter as president of the 
college, addressed Conference, emphasizing the impor-
| tance of being clear of who we are, and who we ought to 
' be. 
WORDING RELATED TO a Manual of Doctrine and Gov-ernment article on baptism and membership received 
a flurry of debate on Thursday, including a motion to 
amend (which was defeated). During the discussion, one 
delegate noted that Jay and Wanda Thuma McDermond's 
new son Duncan, born the night before, was "a sign to us 
as a denomination to keep our tradition of dunkin' at least!" 
CONFIRMATIONS, ELECTIONS, consecrations, and instal-lations at General Conference included: 
•:• Bishops newly-elected or whose assignments were mod-
ified: John Arthur Brubaker (Midwest and Pacific 
Conferences), John A. Byers (Central Conference), 
John B. Hawbaker (Allegheny and Susquehanna Con-
ferences), and Warren L. Hoffman (Atlantic and South-
east Conferences). [Bishop R. Dale Shaw's term and 
assignment did not change.] 
• Allen \V. Carr—new General Conference Treasurer 
• W. Edward Rickman—new Executive Director of Stew-
ardship Services 
• Harvey R. Sider—second term as Moderator of the 
Brethren in Christ Church 
• John Hawbaker—Assistant Moderator for the 1996 
meeting of General Conference 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS of General Conference includes several sections of the denomination's Bylaws, which 
will come to the 1996 Conference for consideration. Also, 
the composition and function of the Board of Appeals con-
tinues to be a question for debate; the proposed wording 
was referred to the General Conference Board. 
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Right: conversation during a refreshment break. 
Below: a glimpse of Conference child care 
ers and sisters as we stopped to unite in com-
municating our praise and petitions to our 
heavenly Father. 
...Courageous words of a woman who stood 
alone in response to the Holy Spirit's urging 
and publicly asked for forgiveness (that many 
needed to receive). 
...Humble words voiced by a church leader 
with a tender heart, calling the whole church to 
let go of past misunderstandings and bitterness 
and to open ourselves to the Spirit's effort to 
help us grow together in love. 
...Silent words of divine truth echoing in 
my heart, urging me to give myself anew to the 
good purposes God has for the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
The meal has been good, but I leave still 
hungry to see all our churches brought to new 
vitality nourished by the Bread of Life. 
Jim Spurrier 
Dillsburg (Pa.) congregation 
IT WOULD SEEM, by the way the body is vot-ing, that our denomination is in transition. 
Half the body is willing to follow the leader-
ship we have elected to office and the other 
half is reluctant to do so. We are in changing 
times—society reflects that fact, so do our local 
churches and, likewise, the denomination. 
Despite the contentious issues that have 
come to the floor of Conference, I have appre-
ciated the way the "brotherhood principle" has 
been exemplified. Drawing us to prayer at the 
end of each session has reminded each one of 
us that there is no place for our own personal 
agendas. Rather, we gather to do the business 
of the Lord. 
It has been an enriching experience for me 
to be a part of this Conference. I return to do 
the work of my local congregation with 
renewed vigor and purpose. 
Kathleen Leadley 
Orchard Creek Fellowship, St. 
Catharines, Ont. 
THERE ARE USUALLY exceptions to many statements, and that is no doubt true when 
I say that in general there seemed to be a good 
spirit of debate and cooperation in the Confer-
ence sessions. Apparently there were enough 
exceptions to cause some to feel a need for the 
special prayer session Wednesday afternoon. 
Unquestionably, special prayer is always in 
order and is a good way to insure that our focus 
is the proper one. 
As a pastor from Tennessee, I was 
particularly impressed by the openness 
of delegates from various regions to 
retain Kentucky and Tennessee in the 
Southeast Conference. I believe this 
demonstrated a good spirit of brother-
hood and that this will be a good incen-
tive to Southeast congregations to put 
forth more effort than ever to be wor-
thy of this confidence placed in them 
by the general brotherhood. 
Larry R. Steffee 
Pomeroy Chapel, Smithville, 
Tenn. 
I'M NOT AT ALL SURE my comments about Conference are worth quoting. 
This has been a very "unsettling" Con-
ference for me. The theme "Who is My 

































tion, yet it has become very complex and chal-
lenging; almost demanding. The call to a 
"gospel of action" has forced me to face the 
responsibilities associated with truly "going in 
Jesus' name" and I feel almost fearful about 
accepting the challenge to ask God to send a 
"neighbor" in need. I question whether I can 
actually carry the burden. Am I completely 
prepared and willing to commit? 
Prayer has been a Conference key word for 
me. Each session ends with prayer challenges 
that have calmed me, or prodded at my stub-
born nature. I've needed this. 
This Conference is a closure for me and I 
find that changes have not come easy this 
week. [DeLaine is a member of one of the gen-
eral boards which were discontinued by action 
of this General Conference—editor]. The pro-
cess has been difficult and the business feels 
unfinished. I leave here, not with a mountain-
top experience...it's more like I'm needing to 
go off into a cave to examine a part of me I've 
hidden from God too long. And that's a fright-
ening prospect. 
P.S. I find it a little amusing (in an odd sort 
of way) that we leave here with the question 
theme "Who is My Neighbor?" and it occurred 
to me this morning, I haven't a clue as to who 
roomed beside me! 
DeLaine Niesley 
Fairview (Ohio) congregation 
I'VE BEEN A PART of the Brethren in Christ denomination for some 50 years and have 
observed many things as lay person, usher, 
trustee, and local board member. 
They say that first impressions are lasting 
impressions. 
This was my first experience of attending 
our denomination's business sessions at the 
A concert for the youth came complete with lighting 
and special effects. 
General Conference level, and I was im-
pressed. As I observed the outward appear-
ance of this large body of delegates, bishops, 
and general church leaders, I saw brother-love 
among brothers and sister-love among sisters 
which emanates from within the soul of those 
who are in love with Christ our Lord. I ob-
served professionalism in the administration 
of the business sessions. I observed a charitable 
spirit on the floor of Conference among those 
asking questions and expressing views and 
concerns on various issues brought for consid-
eration. I was encouraged and deeply moved 
during the devotional times held on the Con-
ference floor. 
I praise God that our leaders are not above 
asking for forgiveness of persons or individu-
als when an offense has been recognized, as 
was demonstrated on at least one occasion dur-
ing a devotional time on the Conference floor. 
I believe God is still at work in the hearts of 
the Brethren in Christ who will be still and 
know that he is God. 
I have a new appreciation for our denomi-
nation and its leadership, having attended this 
113th General Conference. 
May God's richest blessing accompany all 
those who lead this Brethren in Christ denom-
ination into the future and those who reach out 
in Christian love to their neighbor. 
Fran Nester 
West Shore congregation, Mechanics-
burg, Pa. 
THE 1994 GENERAL CONFERENCE was a time of frank and open sharing of deeply-held 
feelings and opinions on the issues facing the 
Conference. One thing that impressed this par-
ticipant was the general charitable expression 
and feeling by those of variant viewpoints. 
While a few expressions seemed to indicate a 
concern that to have variant viewpoints evi-
denced a lack of spirituality (a viewpoint not 
held by this participant), it did not materially 
hinder open and fruitful debate. 
One trusts that as delegates return home, a 
continuing sense of spiritual revival will flow 
out from this General Conference. The call for 
such a movement to enhance a greater atten-
• dance at our three summer holiness camp meet-
ings should be heeded by all of us. 
Arthur Climenhaga 
Messiah Village congregation, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. 
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IAPPRECIATED the prophetic admonition given us late in the Conference to repent of the sin-
ful attitudes we were carrying about ourselves 
(pride, self-interest) and toward our brothers 
and sisters (blame, resentment, lack of for-
giveness, disunity). We needed this. The humil-
ity and courage that exemplifies godly leader-
ship was evident as Don Shafer led us in a time 
of repentance, reconciliation and recommit-
ment to support of our leaders. 
I'm not convinced that Robert's Rules of 
Order is an effective tool to help us reach unity 
in our decisions. It seems to encourage ten-
dencies toward nitpickiness and individualism 
instead of spiritual vision and community. 
Julie Weatherford 
Riverside (Calif.) congregation 
AFTER 100 DAYS of continual prayer, I am convinced that God is with us. There are 
moments when we might not be with him. 
There are obvious moments when we do not 
prefer others over our own agenda. There are 
times when those in authority are not prayed 
for (as we'd appreciate if we were in their 
shoes). There are discussions where power and 
posture are more important than ministry. 
There are moments when it sounds as if we 
make our decisions based on our datebook and 
checkbook, rather than on our knees. There are 
days when we cannot confidently answer the 
question, "Who is My Neighbor?" But we must 
become neither our weakness nor our sin. We 
are men and women profoundly in love with 
the God of Scripture, the Christ of the empty 
tomb, and the Spirit of righteousness and truth. 
We, to our loss, are not all that much in love 
with one another. 
A fresh paradigm for General Conference 
would be the casting of a vision so clearly 
defined and spirit-filled that we leave Confer-
ence "with power to act." The theme is stated 
"Who.." but should be stated, "What is God's 
Vision?" "What will / do next?" "When can I 
get started?" "Who will I obey and be account-
able to?" "How will God receive glory from 
my portion of light and salt?" 
Ric Feeney 
Hershey (Pa.) congregation 
PRAYER FOR THIS Conference definitely was a factor! Thanks to all who did pray, are 
praying, and shall continue to pray for the 
church. 
Eduardo Llanes (far right) and the Miami-area pas-
tors and wives delighted Conference with their 
singing. 
Assistant Moderator Ken Hoke did a good 
job of leading us in business in a fair and clear 
way. He showed good knowledge of parlia-
mentary procedure and helped to keep us 
informed as to what we had passed, what effect 
it would have, and how to accomplish what 
we wanted to get done. 
General Conference functioned more as an 
overgrown committee at times, dealing with 
items usually handled by boards or commit-
tees. I don't remember this happening as much 
at other Conferences. Yet I think there was 
much good that came out of this. People spoke 
their minds from the floor. Many misconcep-
tions were cleared up. As work done was ques-
tioned directly or indirectly, explanations as to 
how the work was done showed hard work, 
dedication and an effort to bring to Confer-
ence that which was good for the Conference. 
Questions as to conflict of interest, account-
ability, or dissemination of information were 
answered well, showing the good structure in 
place which allows for accountability and the 
integrity of those serving us as administrators. 
I believe we came out more unified and closer 
as a result. There were expressions and cor-
rections made to keep us from going too much 
in the direction of the episcopal form of gov-
ernment. I felt this was necessary and well 
done. There were calls to prayer and repen-
tance. This was good. 
One thing that stood out to me was the pres-
ence of so many Spanish-speaking missionar-
ies, pastors, and delegates. I saw this as posi-
tive, and was pleased to hear that they could 
participate well with earphones and simultane-
ous translation. 
We are men 
and women 
profoundly 
in love with 
the God of 
Scripture, 
the Christ 
of the empty 
tomb, and 
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not all that 
much in love 
with one 
another. 
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Woody Dalton asked "Who is my neighbor?" in the Sunday evening service. 
As always the Brethren in Christ spirit of 
brotherhood and fellowship we had was evi-
dent. I enjoyed the fellowship we had with God 
and with one another! 
John Pawelski 














THE MOST STRIKING ASPECT of Conference was not any specific official action of Con-
ference, but a grass-roots confrontation of the 
spirit with which business has been done for 
much too long, and of our slowness in getting 
past relatively minor issues in order to deal 
with some real concerns about spiritual mat-
ters. Their expressions were not well focused; 
revival will not happen by act of General Con-
ference. However, they did affirm that both 
those on the platform and those on the floor 
have a responsibility to set aside personal agen-
da so that the mind of the Lord may be dis-
cerned. As it is, we've all too easily confused 
being convinced with being right, so we accuse 
one another, and suspect one another of 
obstructing God. 
One other observation: Bishop Shamapani 
observed Wednesday evening that there is so 
much more time in Zambia than we have over 
here. That is unfortunate, because it is so as a 
result of focus. I noticed Monday evening that 
there was a powerful moving of the Spirit after 
Woody Dalton's sermon. And, while there was 
Thanks to these delegates and several others who accepted the invi-
tation to share their thoughts about Conference with Visitor readers. 
Unfortunately, space limitations did not allow publication of everyone's 
comments. 
More photos of Conference are on the back cover. For additional 
commentary regarding Conference, see pages 25, 29, and 31. 
an attempt to make time to wait and pray, too 
many had to get off to other things, and too 
many were focused on visiting. My wife and I 
left to pray and think elsewhere. I feel that we 
don't come with a sense of anticipation and 
with too much else on our minds. We need to 
function on Zambian time with our focus being 
on drawing closer to God. 
Chuck Burkett 
Stowe (Pa.) congregation 
MY FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE has been both exhilarating and enlightening. 
Renewing past acquaintances has been a high-
light in this experience. The food and accom-
modations were fantastic. I can hardly believe 
we've been here for almost a week and Con-
ference is drawing to a close. 
The speakers challenged us each in their 
own way with the messages they brought, an 
integral part of the Conference that moved us 
to be transformed by the renewing of our minds 
as we search our hearts to really know "Who 
our neighbor is." 
It was a delight to meet Bishop Enoch 
Shamapani and his wife, putting faces to the 
names that I had prayed for in the past through 
"World Christian Intercessors," and knowing 
that missions is an important part of our work 
in this brotherhood of ours as we heard his 
message. I also recognized Pete and Mim Stern 
due to this missionary involvement and had a 
great talk with them. 
I was really impressed by the respect the 
delegates had toward each other as they voiced 
their points of view, all seeking the heart and 
mind of Christ as their ultimate goal in service 
to our denomination. Ken Hoke, our assistant 
moderator, deserves special recognition in the 
godly restraint he showed at times when he 
was put in a precarious position in "debates." 
He was a good choice for this position. 
I can't end this before I say how blessed I 
was by the singing and the music that was 
brought to us throughout the Conference. It 
was great! 
I think this is an experience that I will never 
forget and I'm already looking forward to the 
next Conference in California. I just wish 
everyone could come and be part of the Gen-
eral Conference at least once. It just seems to 
"bind us together." It also brings to mind a 
quote from St. Paul, when he says "Forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves." Truly we do 
need each other and the blessing is ours when 
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Wednesday evening at Conference 
1994 Brethren in 
Christ quiz finals 
by R. Aubrey Hawton 
July 2-6, 1994, saw the gathering 
together of the top Brethren in Christ 
Bible quiz teams from five regional con-
ferences in Grantham, Pa., for the De-
nominational Bible Quiz Finals. Repre-
senting Central Conference were the 
teams from Fairview (Ohio) and Beulah 
Chapel (Ohio). Canadian Conference was 
represented by Wainfleet (Ont.) team, 
while the Allegheny Conference repre-
sentatives were from the Mt. Rock (Pa.) 
congregation. Rounding out the nine-
team field were the Grantham (Pa.) and 
Carlisle (Pa.) teams from the Susquehan-
na Conference, and the Atlantic Confer-
ence representatives from Elizabethtown 
(Pa.), Manheim (Pa.) and Pequea (Pa.). 
Following a brief get-acquainted activ-
ity on Saturday evening, the quizzers 
were ready to go by Sunday afternoon. A 
double round-robin tournament, in which 
each team quizzed each other team twice, 
made up the first three long days of 
quizzing. Early mornings of quizzing, 
coupled with late nights (or sometimes 
early mornings!) of youth activities, made 
for very full days for the quizzers and 
their coaches. 
By Wednesday morning, the double-
elimination playoff round was ready to 
begin, with eight teams advancing to this 
next level. Once a team had lost two 
quizzes, they were eliminated from fur-
ther competition. As the day progressed, 
the excitement of the "race to the finish 
line" could be felt. Some extremely close 
quizzes resulted in the ousting of the Eliz-
abethtown team from further competi-
tion, and the advancing of Grantham and 
Pequea to the finals—Grantham through 
the winners' bracket, and Pequea through 
the consolation bracket. 
The final quiz, which took place in 
front of a large and appreciative crowd of 
enthusiastic quiz supporters on Wednes-
day evening, July 6, took on the appear-
ance of a "romp" from the beginning, 
with Grantham (far side in the photo) 
jumping into a 100-0 lead early in the 
quiz. The Pequea team rallied however, 
but fell just short in a close final quiz, 
which Grantham won to become the 1994 
Brethren in Christ Quiz Champions. In 
third place was the team from Mt. Rock. 
Top quizzers from each team were 
recognized with the Mark Hess Scholar-
ships from Messiah College: Brenda 
Horst (Manheim), Gina Jenkins (Fair-
view), Kelly Risser (Elizabethtown), John 
Houck (Pequea), Marcus Yeatts (Gran-
tham), Karen Helmuth (Carlisle), Scott 
Benedict (Mt. Rock), Jason Elliott (Wain-
fleet), and Kristen Race (Beulah Chapel). 
The top ten quizzers of the tournament 
were also recognized. These included, 
from tenth to first, Megan Dourte (Man-
heim), Scott Benedict (Mt. Rock), Carrie 
Hoffman (Elizabethtown), Karen Hel-
muth (Carlisle), Megan Davis (Gran-
tham), Marcus Yeatts (Grantham), John 
Houck (Pequea), Kelly Risser (Eliza-
bethtown), Gina Jenkins (Fairview) and 
Brenda Horst (Manheim). Brenda was 
also presented with a study Bible by the 
Christian Light Book Stores. 
In order to keep quizzing—like any 
other ministry—growing, it is necessary 
to bring in "new blood." Quizzing grows 
by the involvement of new quizzers on a 
regular basis. For that reason, the top 
rookie was also recognized with a pre-
sentation to Megan Dourte of Manheim. 
In addition to good quizzing ability, it 
has always been the contention of those 
involved in the quizzing ministry that it is 
an excellent method for developing other 
abilities—leadership, study skills, co-
operation, team spirit, sportsmanship, and 
a place to share one's Christian witness. 
All of these qualities are prerequisites for 
the quizzer who receives the Quizzers' 
and Quizmasters' Choice Award each 
year at Denominational Finals. For the 
second year in a row, two awards were 
presented. Receiving this recognition this 
year: Marcus Yeatts of Grantham and 
Jason Elliott of Wainfleet. Each has con-
tributed greatly to his own team, and to 
Bible quizzing in general. 
Following the award presentations, the 
outgoing denominational quiz director, 
R. Aubrey Hawton, was recognized for 
his two years of service to Brethren in 
Christ Bible quizzing, and the new de-
nominational director, John Sider, was 
introduced. It was exciting to see renewed 
interest in Bible quizzing being expressed 
by representatives of the Midwest and 
Pacific Conferences. Others who wish to 
receive further information about this 
ministry should contact the denomina-
tional director, John Sider, Box 108, 
Grantham, PA 17027. 
Following Brethren in Christ Finals, 
three members of the Grantham team, 
along with Kelly Risser (Elizabethtown) 
and James Doherty (Fawn Grove Naza-
rene) joined 23 other teams in Olathe, 
Kansas, for World Bible Quiz Associa-
tion Finals. Grantham was one of the few 
"congregational" teams present, and were 
in tough competition with many all-star 
teams. The team is to be congratulated 
on their outstanding performance—a 7th 
place finish out of 24 teams. 
Bible quizzing, as John Byers noted 
during Denominational Finals, is one of 
the ministries of the church which has 
defied the shifts of paradigms. Quizzing 
continues to grow and challenge the 
youth of the church to hide God's word in 
their hearts, and put it into practice in 
their lives. Please continue to be in prayer 
for this vital ministry. 
After serving this biennium as General 
Conference quiz master, Aubrey Hawton 
resumes his earlier responsibilities as Cana-
dian Conference quiz director. 
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by Esther Spurrier 
May 22 looked like a retrospective 
sort of day at Dillsburg Brethren in 
Christ. Indeed some folks were dressed in 
truly "retro" garb. After the worshipers 
filed into the sanctuary, the men sat on 
the left and the women on the right of 
the aisle, as was the custom of our fore-
fathers and mothers. (If any among you is 
tempted to be reminded of the biblical 
passage about the sheep and the goats, it 
does not apply here!) There was 
expectancy and festivity in the air. 
Even the equipment cooperated in the 
spirit of the day. When the bulb on the 
overhead projector burned out, praise-
team leader Vernon Martin "lined" for 
the congregation the words to the Scrip-
ture and worship songs. (Lining hymns is 
another custom of our forebears, borne 
of necessity in the days before hymnals: 
the worship leader says the words of each 
line of the song before the congregation 
sings that line.) 
Why all this backward gazing and cel-
ebrating? Because 100 years ago this 
May, at the 1894 General Conference of 
Esther Spurrier, with her husband John 
and family, served with Brethren in Christ 
Missions in Africa. More recently, she was a 
member of the Board for World Missions. 
the Brethren in Christ held in 
Bethel, Kansas, the foreign mis-
sion program of the denomination 
got its start. And we in the congre-
gation at Dillsburg that day in 1994 
were able to watch and listen to that 
event as it likely happened. This con-
cern for overseas missions was not on 
the General Conference agenda. It 
was definitely a grass-roots effort. 
Some might even say "crab-
grass," since it was neither cus-
tomary nor "cultivated" for 
women to address the conference body. 
Dillsburg member Leissa Ressler had 
worked hard to update Fred and Grace 
Holland's four-character drama of the 
reenactment of this 1894 
event and to adapt from it 
two monologues—one 
for male voice and one 
for female—for distribu-
tion to all the churches. 
Now she was able to 
enact the role of Rhoda E. 
Lee. She alternately pled 
with and shamed us, the 
congregation, to be obe-
dient to the whole Word 
of God and to take action 
to begin a foreign mis-
sions program. 
We were appalled 
when it seemed that this impassioned 
speech was going to be ignored, that the 
conference body was going to be 
adjourned without further discussion or 
action on foreign missions. 
Then we watched and listened to the 
thoughts of Elder Jacob Stauffer (Eber 
Dourte), sitting in the congregation and 
wrestling with the challenge that had 
been presented. We rejoiced as he finally 
decided to risk taking action, as he got to 
his feet and made his way to the front of 
the church, as he pulled the oversized 
five-dollar bill from his pocket and laid it 
on the table saying, "This money is for 
foreign missions." Now speeches might 
be ignored, but money usually isn't! And 
so we celebrated that day the way God 
used this brave woman and sensitive man 
to give impetus to what is now Brethren 
in Christ World Missions. 
The day did not end on a retrospective 
note. After singing the old song, "Res-
cue the Perishing," guest speakers Dick 
and Esther Miller gave encouraging and 
challenging glimpses into the life of 
Brethren in Christ churches and mission 
endeavors around the world today. The 
junior church children sang several scrip-
ture songs, ending with one about giv-
ing: "God loves a cheerful giver; Ha-ha-
ha-ha-ha!" 
Then we as a congregation were given 
opportunity to do our own reenactment. 
As we sang "Bringing in the Sheaves," 
we filed to the front of the church with 
our own five-dollar offerings to lay on 
the table for the cause of world missions. 
And we rejoiced later as the total was 
made known: having earlier in the ser-
vice given a regular offering of approxi-
mately $3,000 for operations and $1,000 
for the building program, this congrega-
tion of 165 people had now given almost 
$1,100 for missions. 




mittee first began 
meeting last fall 
after the Board for 
World Missions 
heard another 
speech, this one by 
church historian and 
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archivist E. Morris Sider about the 
upcoming 100th anniversary events in the 
life of our missions program. He noted 
that too often we tend to be apologetic 
about the past. He exhorted us to use this 
time to build a church-wide celebration of 
what God has done around the world 
through the Brethren in Christ in the last 
100 years. And so this reenactment of 
Rhoda E. Lee's speech and Jacob Stauf-
fer's gift—this centennial ingathering—is 
the first in a series of centennial 
reminders and events which will culmi-
nate at our 1998 General Conference. 
Phil Keefer and E. Morris Sider have 
worked hard along with committee mem-
bers Kas Bert, Heather Heagy, and 
myself. Graybill Brubaker and Jan Yea-
man have added their gifts and hard work 
to help with promotion. We are sorry that 
this May ingathering event came upon 
the congregations so suddenly. We had 
hoped to have information and materials 
out to the churches much sooner. As a 
result, some congregations have indicat-
ed that they will be holding their cele-
brations in coming months. Some church-
es have already given extraordinary gifts 
to Cooperative Ministries this year and 
will not be able to have another ingather-
ing, but they will still reenact and cele-
brate both the historical event and what 
God has wrought from it. 
Some groups have developed creative 
ideas to promote the ingathering for mis-
sions. Paramount pastor Jim Stauffer— 
feeling some added pressure since he 
bears Elder Jacob's surname—has given 
each member of his Maryland congrega-
tion five dollars with the challenge that 
they "plant" this money where it will gain 
a return for the Lord. The entire "seed 
and harvest" money will be gathered in 
September. The Carlisle congregation 
also plans to have its ingathering in 
September and to celebrate with an Indi-
an meal cooked by Pastor Ken Hoke. 
People in congregations such as Eliza-
bethtown, Messiah Village, and Cross 
Roads are continuing after their first mis-
sions ingathering to save up money in 
church banks or commitment envelopes 
for additional special ingatherings for 
Cooperative Ministries, to celebrate what 
God is doing in North America through 
the Brethren in Christ. 
Has your congregation joined in the 
celebration of what God has done in the 
past 100 years and continues to do today? 
It's not too late to add your voices to the 
rejoicing. • 
od at work in our world 
Exceeding abundantly 
John Sider—Allahabad, India 
We asked you to pray because obtain-
ing a three-year visa for missionary work 
in India borders on the impossible these 
days. But because you prayed, a tele-
phone call in March from the Consulate 
General of India in Toronto informed us 
that our visas had been granted from 
Delhi. 
So on Tuesday, 5th April, we went to 
Toronto to the Consulate General. Sri 
Bimal Saigal, vice-consul, was very con-
genial as he processed and stamped our 
passports. 
"You asked for three years," he 
grinned, "but we've given you five 
years." 
So we left with far more than we ever 
asked or expected—five-year visas with 
multiple-entry permits. Praise the Lord! 
Moving on 
Nancy Peterman—Bogota, Colombia 
We found out in April that our appli-
cation for a rental apartment further 
north—in the area targeted for a new 
church planting—has been approved. But 
just as important as finding a place to live 
is the work of developing and unifying a 
ministry team. Both Esperanza (Pancha) 
and Elsa are excited but apprehensive 
about being a part of the new outreach. I 
myself feel overwhelmed at times, won-
dering how God can use our mismatched 
trio, starting from scratch to begin to 
touch this huge residential area. Between 
apartments and townhouses, it will soon 
have a population of some 10,000 people! 
Maybe it will help you to pray as I tell 
you a little about my co-workers. 
Pancha is a young woman who first 
came to our church about four years ago 
with many needs. Through friendship, 
support, discipleship and self-discipline, 
she is growing into a true leader, with 
gifts in music, teaching, sports—and an 
easy-going personality that sets people at 
ease. Pancha still struggles at times with 
accepting herself and others; she has little 
experience in ministry other than the 
music praise team and work with a group 
of young teens. But I count her willing-
ness to learn and give as important assets. 
Pancha recently received surprise 
notice of her acceptance as an MCC 
exchange visitor to fill an extra slot (she 
had applied earlier and had not been cho-
sen). So she will leave in July or August 
for a year in the US or Canada. I can't 
help but marvel at what the Lord has 
done in Pancha's life, and I am sure she 
will grow even more through this experi-
ence in preparation for a leadership role 
in the future. But that will leave Elsa and 
me on our own after August unless God 
provides another helper. 
Elsa has a degree in business adminis-
tration and personnel management; she 
works for CLARA, which promotes and 
distributes Anabaptist literature in Span-
ish. Elsa is organized, efficient and loyal. 
The Niza IX congregation has recognized 
her gifts by electing her—a young, single 
woman—to serve as "elder" on the 
church board for the past two years. But 
even though Elsa is mature and compe-
tent in so many areas, she comes from a 
fairly large, tightly knit family. It will be 
a great challenge for her to make the 
break from living at home, even though 
she feels that it will bring growth. 
I am grateful for the spectrum of gifts 
God has provided among the three of us. 
We trust that God will give us a common 
vision as we begin to make friends and 
learn to know our neighbors. 
A word of praise: Some of you joined 
in prayer for this year's congregational 
council. In previous years this business 
meeting has been a time of division and 
offense. But something happened with 
all the weeks of preparatory prayer and 
fasting. Although many different points 
of view were expressed, it was clear we 
are learning to be a brotherhood and to 
seek God's will before our own. The 
church treasurer also revealed that 1993 
offerings were double those of the previ-
ous year. That can only mean that more 
and more believers are understanding 
what giving is about! 
South Africa's election 
Hamilton Madlabane and Theo Hitch-
cock—Pretoria 
The elections went very well—in 
some parts of the country without vio-
lence or intimidation. God answered your 
and our prayers as we circled this nation 
before him. 
continued on page 17 
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by Mim Stern 
Mint and Pete Stern have a ministry to 
international persons based out of their 
apartment in Philadelphia, Pa. 
"There are many small webs in the 
Big Web. Only God knows how ex-
pansive any of the small webs will be 
as Jesus is shared by those experienc-
ing the difference He has made in our 
lives." 
During the 50 Day Adventure with 
Chapel of the Air, one of the disci-
plines noted unusual linkages and 
timings as we seek to be God's people 
doing his work in today's world. 
I was again made aware of the fre-
quent unusual linkages—network-
ings—in our daily lives. People often 
ask, "How do you meet the people 
you work with?" It seems that once 
our foot was in the door, the "web" 
took over. This I firmly believe is a 
result of the prayers of many of you 
as we entered this ministry in 1987. 
Prayers that those coming our way 
would be spiritually hungry. To illus-
trate the point (and there are many 
similar stories): 
Maria Teresa was a shy Colom-
bian bride of one month in my 
English class at International House 
in 1991. Her spoken English was 
minimal. Once, to encourage conver-
sation, I asked what she had done that 
morning. Imagine my surprise when 
she answered that she had prayed and 
read her Bible! We came to know her 
husband who at that point was in spir-
itual limbo, having had a history of 
drugs and guerilla gangs as a teen in 
Colombia, then came into the fellow-
ship of a church which disappointed 
him when the pastor "fell from 
grace." The sheep scattered and when 
we met Jorge, he was still nursing 
his wounds. 
As people from various sectors 
reached out to this young couple, they 
grew into stable Christians. In time 
they moved into our second apart-
ment across the hall. 
One day Maria's sister arrived. 
Hulieta was plagued with a form of 
epilepsy and seemed confused at 
times, choosing to distance herself 
from Bible studies and anything spir-
itual. Maria found it difficult having 
her in their apartment. 
Several months later during the 
Billy Graham Crusade, Hulieta went 
forward to receive Christ as her Sav-
ior. What a change! Now she wanted 
to study the Bible. One Tuesday 
morning at the end of Bible study, I 
was amazed as she began sharing 
with the five Chinese ladies present 
how different her life had become. 
Seeing it was going well without me, 
I slipped into the kitchen. Returning 
with tea I found this new Christian 
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Jorge and Maria Teresa share in dinner 
at the Sterns' apartment. 
standing by the chalkboard filling in 
two columns of her life: before and 
after (before there was confusion... 
now there 's peace.. .) . Few of the 
ladies present could speak good 
English, but communicat ion was 
happening through the Holy Spirit. In 
spite of her disease, this willing ser-
vant has a uniquely warm way into 
people's hearts. Hulieta is now back 
home, a happy Christian. 
Since Maria had a psychology 
major in Colombia she landed a job 
with the Hispanic Social Services 
here in the city. One day a client, 
Maria M (Puerto Rican born), shared 
her desperation with life: at 14 she 
ran away from alcoholic parents and 
had a child at 15, then had two more 
but not with the same father. Coun-
selor Maria asked Maria M if she'd 
like to go to the international camp in 
Massachusetts in August (1993). 
Since nothing could be worse than 
what she had been experiencing, she 
readily agreed to go. Her family 
thought she was crazy as she hadn't 
even met the people with whom she'd 
travel. At camp she found caring 
friends...and best of all, the Lord! 
What is effective 
missions? 
Receivers of the 
Good News 
becoming sharers 
of the Good News. 
After camp she phoned me one 
morn ing and very exci ted ly 
exclaimed, "Something just came 
over me while in the shower. I must 
work with children." We put her in 
touch with a Spanish pastor in her 
area (northeast Philadelphia) and she 
joined a lady who needed a helper 
with youth work. Our chi ldren 's 
church at Souderton gave offerings 
toward lesson booklets geared for this 
age level. These are Hispanic young 
teens growing up speaking English. 
Maria M also shared Jesus with her 
family. Although they asked what 
happened to her, they weren't ready 
for it to happen to them. Then last fall 
we learned that Maria M's mother 
had cancer of the lung. Was she ready 
for the end? We doubted it. She 
assured Maria that she would tell her 
when she was ready for the pastor to 
come. It happened in March. The pas-
tor came and she received Jesus. She 
died shortly afterwards, peacefully. 
We went to the viewing and found 
Maria M, although in sorrow, thrilled 
that her mother died in the Lord 
because of her witness. She prays for 
the rest of the family who need Jesus 
as they have no hope of eternal life, 
just a perfunctory practice of religious 
traditions. 
Maria Teresa and her husband 
have returned to Cali, Colombia. 
They vowed that one of the first 
things they would do is get involved 
with a good church. As Maria lived 
with us six weeks after her husband 
left (in order to finish out her work 
contract), we had a good chance to 
model the importance of consistent 
and regular Christian disciplines on 
a day-by-day basis. 
The web enlarges as the next chap-
ter begins. Their good friend Carlos 
arrived here two days ago, a sharp 
young gynecologist who will be a fel-
low at Temple University. He is stay-
ing with us until he finds an apart-
ment. He is very open and a keen 
learner of the Amer ican id iom. 
Maybe he too will help to enlarge the 
web. We can pray to that end. • 
God at work in our world... 
continued from page 15 
As we moved toward the voting sta-
tion here in Soshanguve (near Pretoria), I 
prayed silently that God should have his 
own way in and through my life. As I 
made an "X" on the ballot paper, I was 
reminded of the eternal vote I made for 
Jesus on 16th December 1959 as I accept-
ed him as my Savior and Lord. (Hamilton 
Madlabane is pastor of the Brethren in 
Christ church in South Africa.) 
You doubtless know the result after 
our free—but far from fair—election. It 
could easily have blown up into a terrible 
conflagration, but there was such a lot of 
goodwill all around that in the end every-
thing seemed to be settled peacefully and 
without too much acrimony. 
I won't have time to repeat all of the 
miracles we've heard: how Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelethini was won over 
peaceably by Christians; how Chief 
Buthelezi was persuaded to participate in 
the election at the very last moment (only 
six days prior to the voting) by a Chris-
tian mediator from Kenya with a won-
derful testimony. At the height of the cri-
sis with the counting of votes, when even 
the computer was tampered with, hardline 
Communist leader Joe Slovo was heard to 
remark, "Hire some church people; 
they'll do an honest job." And in a short 
time officials did hire and train 1,200 
church people to be involved with the 
counting of votes. This was unduly pro-
longed and full of problems, but in the 
end all was happily settled. 
Inauguration proceedings went 
smoothly and impressively. Mr. Mandela 
was dignified and happy. He'll make a 
good president everyone in South Africa 
will be proud to recognize. He has excel-
lent qualities we can admire and stands 
head and shoulders above his colleagues. 
Mr. Mandela was not the only outstand-
ing figure present. Mr. de Klerk was 
highly honored. Mr. Mandela mentioned 
him several times, always with the high-
est praise for his openness, honesty, 
integrity and courage. Visitors from other 
countries commented on the amazing 
spectacle and how peacefully the con-
frontation between black and white had 
ended. God in his wisdom knows exactly 
how to do things, and all the praise, honor 
and glory really belong to him! 
Christians everywhere have been 
engaged in solid prayer and fasting for 
this country and this election (in our 
home a group of us began meeting weeks 
ahead of time for an hour of prayer each 
weekday evening and again early on Sat-
urday mornings). We feel that the events 
of the past few months are a wonderful 
testimony to the efficacy of prayer. We 
will need to continue to pray—not only 
for the country but for the church. The 
church must be God's salt and light to 
this land. (Theo and Elvin Hitchcock are 
longtime missionary friends of an earlier 
generation of Brethren in Christ mis-
sionaries.) • 
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Allegheny Conference 
Bishop Shamapani from Zambia 
spoke at the June 26 service of the 
Air Hill congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa. The children presented the 
musical "Salvation Celebration" on 
June 12. • 129 adults and children 
attended the June 20-25 "Son Coun-
ty Farm" VBS at the Antrim 
church, Chambersburg. The church 
hosted a Continentals concert on 
June 29. • Stuart Kelly was installed 
as the pastor of the Chambersburg 
congregation on June 26. Youth 
from the church attended work camp 
July 9-17 in Muskegon, Mich. • 
Mike Snively shared June 12 with 
the Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., about his mission 
trip to Haiti and Jamaica. A June 19 
love feast included recreation time, 
picnic, communion, reception of 
members, and sharing and prayer 
time. 
The Wednesday evening sum-
mer children's program at the Five 
Forks church, Waynesboro, Pa., was 
on the fruit of the Spirit. Five per-
sons were baptized June 5, and 12 
members received in June. • "I'm a 
Little Praiser" was the June 12 Chil-
dren's Day program at the Hollowell 
church, Waynesboro. The congrega-
tion viewed the Dobson videos "Life 
on the Edge" this summer. • Mary 
Biser spoke June 12 on her work as 
a nurse in Zambia to the Iron 
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. 
• Members Merle and Doris Eber-
sole of the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation celebrated 50 years of 
marriage with a reception on June 
18 hosted by their children at the 
The Dream Restaurant. A family life 
conference was held June 26-29 
with featured speaker Merle Brubak-
er, member of the Messiah College 
faculty. 
A missions offering was taken 
June 19 at the New Guilford church, 
Chambersburg, in honor of retiring 
Bishop H. Frank Kipe, who spoke 
in the service. Michele Heath served 
two months in India this summer, 
and Darrel and Phil Knepper two 
weeks in Honduras. • On June 25, 
20 youth of the Springhope congre-
gation, Schellsburg, Pa., had an all-
day rally with Bible stories, games, 
crafts, activities, and The One 
Choice Drama Team. 
Atlantic Conference 
Barry Sauder and Fred Fasick of 
the Conoy congregation, Elizabeth-
town, Pa., went with the work team 
to Honduras June 18-July 2. • The 
Elizabethtown congregation 
received 12 new members on June 
12. • The Fairland church, Cleona, 
Pa., had a June 19 father-son break-
fast with speaker Ric Feeney. • On 
June 22 the Free Grace church, 
Millersburg, Pa., had a missions ser-
vice with Rachel Copenhaver. • A 
surprise retirement celebration June 
12 at the Hummelstown, Pa., 
church highlighted 42 years of min-
istry in the Brethren in Christ 
Church by Rev. Jay and Marion 
Sisco. • The Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa., received 24 new 
members on June 12. A farewell 
reception was held June 26 for 
Roger Lentz, Minister of Music. 
On June 5 the Mastersonville 
congregation, Manheim, Pa., 
enjoyed a concert and testimony by 
attorney Randy Miller. • Volunteer 
help was recruited every Saturday at 
the building site of the Millersville, 
Pa., congregation. A kids' day was 
sponsored by the Men's Club on 
June 12. • The Tuesday night drop-
in youth meetings at the parsonage 
of the Montoursville, Pa., church 
have been well-attended. • Phil and 
Doreen Byers, returned missionar-
ies from Malawi, spoke at the June 
MPF meeting of the Palmyra, Pa., 
church. • The Pequea congregation, 
Lancaster, Pa., had a June 26 dinner 
honoring Pastor King and family. 
The combined Sunday school class-
es heard Kevin King share about his 
MCC work that day. • Eight per-
Robert Finley 
ordained 
Robert Finley was ordained on 
May 22, 1994, at the Wesley 
Church in Mount Holly Springs, 
Pa. Bishop John Hawbaker con-
ducted the ordination service. 
Bob's father, Rev. Robert F. 
Finley, pastor of the First Primi-
tive Methodist Church of Ply-
mouth, Pa., spoke on "The Power 
and Authority of the Bible." Rev. 
Lane Hostetter spoke on "Servant 
Leadership." Rev. Hostetter and 
Bob had worked together for sev-
eral years at Messiah Village in 
the areas of development and 
planned giving. 
Bob grew up in northeastern 
Pennsylvania. He was graduated 
from Messiah College in 1979 and 
served pastorates in the Primitive 
Methodist Church and Christian 
and Missionary Alliance Church 
before coming to the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Bob served as interim pastor of 
Peace Light Brethren in Christ 
Church in 1988 and has been pas-
tor of the Wesley Church since 
1991. In June 1994, Bob will dis-
continue his pastoral work at Wes-
ley but will continue to serve in 
stewardship ministry as a regional 
representative for development for 
the American Bible Society. 
Bob and his wife Linda have 
two children, Rachel, age 14 and 
Paul, age 12. 
Ray Bert ordained 
Ray Bert was ordained on May 
29, 1994, at the Cumberland Val-
ley Church in Dillsburg, Pa. Bish-
op John Hawbaker conducted the 
ordination service. Chris Book, 
assistant chairman of the Board of 
Elders, gave personal reflection 
about Pastor Bert's ministry. 
Ray grew up near Roxbury, 
Pa., and attended the Mowersville 
Brethren in Christ Church. He was 
graduated from Messiah College 
in 1970 with a major in religion. In 
October 1968, when he was in his 
junior year, he began to serve as 
pastor of the Williams Grove 
Chapel, which was a church plant-
ing from the Grantham Church. 
The Chapel had 10 to 15 attenders 
at that time. He has continued to 
pastor that church for 25 years, 
although it is known today as the 
Cumberland Valley Church, and 
has been relocated from Williams 
Grove Park to its present location 
near Dillsburg. The church now 
has an attendance of about 300. 
Ray and his wife Linda have 
two adult children, Rodney and 
Vonda, affd a son Justin, age 4. 
Matthew Lewis 
ordained 
Rev. Matthew A. Lewis was 
ordained to the Christian ministry 
on Sunday, June 26, at the New 
Vision Brethren in Christ Church, 
Waukesha, Wise. The ordination 
sermon was given by Dr. Klyne 
Snodgrass, a friend of Pastor 
Lewis and a professor of New 
Testament studies at North Park 
Theological Seminary in Chicago. 
Bishop Glenn Ginder led the ordi-
nation rite and gave the Charge to 
Pastor Lewis. 
Pastor Lewis received his 
Bachelors degree from Messiah 
College magna cum laude, and 
graduated first in his class from 
North Park Theological Seminary 
with a Masters of Divinity degree. 
In addition to pastoring a Breth-
ren in Christ Church in Sheboy-
gan, he served as National Park 
Chaplain in The Grand Tetons, 
Yellowstone, and The Virgin 
Islands before coming to Wauke-
sha in 1992 to develop a new con-
gregation. 
Pastor Matt and his wife Lori 
(Herber) have one son, Josiah (5 
months). 
18 Evangelical Visitor 
sons were baptized and seven 
received into membership on June 
26 at the Perkiomen Valley church, 
Collegeville, Pa. • The June 5 Chil-
dren's Day program at the Refton, 
Pa., church was "O Me, O My, O 
Nehemiah." • The youth of the Sil-
verdale, Pa., church earned $167 at 
a June 11 carwash for expenses for 
their missions trip to New Mexico. • 
The Skyline View church, Harris-
burg, Pa., has a new office comput-
er system. Guest speaker on July 3 
was John Arthur Brubaker. • The 
June 12 Sunday Night Celebration 
at the Speedwell Heights church, 
Lititz, Pa., featured an international 
slide show by Gil Benson. • The 
Stowe, Pa., church has a new roof 
thanks to the congregation and the 
Material Aid and Service Commis-
sion. 
Canadian Conference 
The June 5 sermon at the Boyle 
church, St. Ann's, Ont., was "Farm-
ers Make Good Neighbors," lauding 
the ministry of farming members 
and listing them in the bulletin. • 
The Bridlewood church, Agincourt, 
Ont., hosted the Canada Day out-
door community service on the front 
lawn. A hotdog lunch followed. • 
100 people, mosdy visitors, attended 
a community barbecue recently at 
the Cross Roads church, Guelph, 
Ont. • On June 21 the senior youth 
and parents of the Delisle, Sask., 
church had a barbecue and ballgame. 
• The women of the Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., enjoyed 
the music of Betty Phelps at the June 
13 Strawberry Tea. The church 
encouraged a 40-day "listening 
walk" through the New Testament. 
The Jr. Choir of the Heise Hill 
congregation, Gormley, Ont., pre-
sented "Arkeology" on June 12. 
Bishop Shaw preached June 5 on 
"Reasons for Being." • On June 5 
the Kindersley, Sask., congregation 
viewed "Learn to Discern: A Gener-
ation at Risk." • On June 11 the 
New Life congregation, Colling-
wood, Ont., had an auction, craft 
sale, and fun fair with proceeds to 
reduce to the church mortgage. • On 
June 12 the Oak Ridges, Ont., con-
gregation heard a presentation by 
Peter Smith from the Informed Con-
sent Committee, a group counseling 
abortion seekers. Ruth Ann Wide-
man preached on June 19. 
The Orchard Creek church, St. 
Catharines, Ont., celebrated Chil-
dren's Day on June 26 by honoring 
Christian education workers and 
having a picnic in the park. • On 
June 19 Charles Lady directed the 
ministry of the Fort Erie Youth 
Choir and Chime Ensemble for the 
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation. 
• On June 19 the morning service at 
the Rosebank church, Petersburg, 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
August 15, 1894, issue—Rhoda E. Lee, from Abilene, Kansas, writes: "I think one of 
the first lessons the converted Paul learned was obedience, and when the cry from 
Macedonia came to him, instead of stitching away at his tent, grumbling something about 
converting the sinners at home, and easing his conscience by putting a few pennies in 
the collection box, he went amid difficulties, without stopping to confer with flesh and 
blood. We hear a great deal of talk about obedience now, but most of us simmer it down 
to obeying a few church rules and keeping the ordinances, with an occasional testimo-
ny in meeting, and expect a blessing; while the greater commands, to 'go into all the 
world and preach the gospel,' to be self-denying, and to 'give freely,' pass, for the most 
part, unheeded." 
75 Years Ago 
August 25, 1919, issue—Editor V. L. Stump presented rationale for the supported 
(paid) ministry: "The day was when our ministers were chosen when there was an 
apparent need and seldom were men elected that were under thirty years of age. These 
men often inherited farms and some considerable wealth beside.... We are living in a dif-
ferent age now.. .and an actual census of the church will reveal the fact that the major-
ity of our ministers are coming from the poorer and not the wealthier class of the 
church. We are not worrying about you, brother, with your quarter section or more. You 
have enough to preach the gospel on for years to come and bear your own expenses. But 
we are concerned about the lads who have seen the folly of earthly accumulation and 
have received a call from God, and who distinctly feel, and you older ones know, that 
if they will mix other things with their ministry the soul passion will die." 
50 Years Ago 
August 14, 1944, issue—Howard F. Landis, from Souderton, Pa., writes about the 
importance of lay evangelism: "In recent years there has been a growing tendency in our 
government to shift personal responsibilities from local to state and from state to nation-
al authorities. The same seems to be found in the professing church. People are shirk-
ing their personal responsibilities and pushing them on local churches and they in turn 
to higher bodies. There seems to be a feeling in general among professing people today 
that as far as spreading the Gospel is concerned, that is to be done by the ministers and 
other officials. We realize that is their calling and wish God's richest blessing upon them; 
but there are those who will try to evade the preacher at every opportunity, but who can 
be reached by personal contact." 
25 Years Ago 
August 11, 1969, issue—In the editorial entitled "Apollo 11—Genesis 11," editor John 
E. Zercher commented on the moon landing: "I have not quite gotten over it yet....One 
can understand President Nixon being somewhat carried away by the entire affair when 
he called it the 'greatest week since creation.' Those who believe in the historical char-
acter of the Christian faith can recall several weeks whose significance surpasses this 
one.... But I also have some second thoughts.... When I see those towering rockets on the 
launching pad at Cape Kennedy I instinctively think of Genesis 11... 'Come, let us build 
ourselves a city and a tower with its tops in the heavens and let us make a name for our-
selves...' And I remember God's judgment upon their pride." 
10 Years Ago 
August 1984 issue—C. B. Byers, in an interview entitled "Over 50 years attending 
General Conference," commented on the 1984 General Conference: "Of course, the big 
emphasis in this Conference, despite our theme ["Living as Christ's Family"], was 
'organization,' with all these new boards and procedures. I get the feeling that if I were 
a stranger walking into this Conference, I'd say that this was just a big organizational 
meeting. And I'm not against that; that's the way it had to be." 
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Ont., featured a marriage vows 
renewal service. In the evening the 
congregation viewed "Dravecky: A 
Story of Courage and Grace." • On 
June 11 and 12 the children of the 
Sherkston, Ont., church presented 
"Good Kings Come in Small Pack-
ages." Homecoming was June 5. 
The youth of the Stayner, Ont., 
congregation enjoyed a "youth for-
mal" on June 25. • The Upper Oaks 
congregation, Oakville, Ont., had a 
recent four-part series by Tim Wind-
sor on "What Would God Say to the 
Bundys?" • On June 12 the Wain-
fleet, Ont., congregation hosted a 
joint service with communion and 
Ross Nigh speaking on "Pulling 
Together in a World That's Pulling 
Apart." • On June 5 the Welland, 
Ont., church hosted the anniversary 
celebrations of the Christian Benefit 
Shop and the Port Gift 'N' Thrift. • 
The Westheights church, Kitchener, 
Ont., viewed "Eye of the Storm" on 
June 19. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, had a benefit barn sale on June 
10-11. Eighteen people had third 
quarter Sunday school perfect atten-
dance. • Three young people from 
the Ashland, Ohio, church did inter-
national missions summer service: 
Heather Engle, Venezuela; Mark 
Holland, Venezuela and Colombia; 
and Kirk Westbeld, Portugal. • The 
Bethel church, Merrill, Mich., spon-
sored tent services in Breckenridge 
May 29—June 12. The Praise 
Singers of Penn View Bible Insti-
tute gave a program June 21. • Four 
new members gave testimonies June 
26 at the Beulah Chapel church, 
Springfield, Ohio. 
David Stanton brought the mes-
sage to the Carland-Zion congre-
gation, Owosso, Mich., on gradua-
tion Sunday, June 5. "The Big Five 
Dollar Bill" offering exceeded the 
goal by 37 percent. • "A Summer 
in Parables" was the unique summer 
approach at the Christian Union 
church, Garrett, Ind. • Five men 
from the Fairview church, Engle-
wood, Ohio, attended the Promise 
Keepers Conference in Indianapolis 
June 19. • The Lakeview church, 
Goodrich, Mich., had a June 18 
men's breakfast and golf scramble. • 
The Schmidt Family presented a 
gospel concert June 26 at the Nap-
pane*, Ind., church. 
The Northgate fellowship, Tipp 
City, Ohio, began hosting a commu-
nity latchkey program on June 13. 
VBS was June 13-17. • Six persons 
were baptized June 5 into the Pleas-
ant Hill, Ohio, congregation. Nine 
new members were received. The 
youth worked in Chicago June 19-23 
at Latino Youth School. • Cross-
ways provided the service June 12 
for the Sippo Valley congregation, 
Massillon, Ohio. • The Union 
Grove congregation, New Paris, 
Ind., had VBS June 20-24. • The 
June 26 service at the Valley 
Chapel church, Canton, Ohio, was 
led by the children. 
Midwest Conference 
Michael Abell of the Mound 
Park congregation, Dallas Center, 
Iowa, left June 22 for missions work 
President Position 
Messiah Village, a progressive continuing care retire-
ment community of the Brethren in Christ Church, located 
in Mechanicsburg, Pa., (10 miles from Harrisburg), is 
seeking applicants for the position of President. Messiah 
Village is a community of 750 residents on a 75-acre cam-
pus offering a continuum of living opportunities—inde-
pendent living apartments and cottages, sheltered care 
apartments, assisted living units, skilled nursing—and a 
range of community services. 
A candidate must have strong organizational, interper-
sonal, and financial skills, be a person with vision, able to 
build and motivate a team, use sound judgment, and work 
under the guidance of a board of trustees. Must be a 
mature Christian willing to identify with the Brethren in 
Christ Church in its mission, vision, and polity. 
Qualifications preferred: a Masters degree in health 
care or business administration; current Pennsylvania 
N.H.A. license. Work experience: minimum of five years in 
a long-term care facility, geriatrics, or related field. 
Send resume and letter of application by Sept. 1,1994, 
to: Search Committee, Messiah Village, P.O. Box 2015, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-2015. FAX (717) 790-8200. 
in Venezuela. Three new members 
were received on June 12. • Sam 
Fisher was invited to serve a second 
five-year term at the Mt. View 
church, Colorado Springs, Colo. • 
The Oak Park congregation, Des 
Moines, Iowa, recently celebrated 
their 40th anniversary with a meal, 
group photo, testimonies from for-
mer pastors, and stories with Nellie 
Gibbons. • The board of the Okla-
homa City, Okla., congregation 
recently set a goal of adding one 
new household a month to the 
church for the rest of 1994. • The 
Rosebank congregation, Hope, 
Kan., had a Father's Day picnic at 
Ramona park. • On June 19 the Jr. 
Dept. children of the Zion church, 
Abilene, Kan., served their fathers 
donuts, juice, and coffee to raise 
money for the Good News for Nepal 
project. 
Pacific Conference 
On June 22 the Chino, Calif., 
congregation began a Wednesday 
night Kings Kids Camp for grades 1-
6 with worship, crafts, and lessons. 
On July 3 the small groups (TLC 
groups) had a picnic and praise gath-
ering concert. • The women of the 
Ontario, Calif., church had a recent 
study on "When the Squeeze Is On: 
Growing Through Pressure." • On 
June 5 the Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore., saw the video "The 
Holy Land: An Incredible Journey." 
• The women's Friday morning 
study recently at the Walnut, Calif., 
church was on 1 Peter. • "My Way 
Or Yahweh!" was the youth musical 
June 11, 12 at the Upland, Calif., 
church. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel con-
gregation, Columbia, Ky., recently 
received seven new members. The 
Hobe Sound Bible College Chapel 
Choir was in concert recently. • 
Kathy Brubaker and a visitor from 
Thailand where Kathy ministers 
were participants in the June 12 ser-
vice of the Holden Park congrega-
tion, Orlando, Fla. • On June 12 the 
Winchester, Va., congregation 
viewed the MCC video "The 
Lorax." 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa., had a June meeting to 
discuss parking lot paving and the 
process of the nominating commit-
tee. A father-son banquet was June 
17. • The film "Bamboo in Winter" 
was shown July 10 at the Carlisle, 
Pa., church. • Nine persons from the 
Cedar Grove congregation, Mif-
flintown, Pa., served in Honduras 
this summer. "Come Home" was a 
skit by the drama team in the June 5 
morning service. • Harry McKeague 
spoke in the July 10 service of the 
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, 
Pa. • Ten persons were baptized 
June 26 into the fellowship of the 
Fairview church, Reesers Summit, 
Pa. Bryan and Marsha Potteiger 
spoke at the June 26 VBS kickoff. • 
Four members of the Green Grove 
congregation, Spring Mills, Pa., 
were part of an 11-member work 
team in Honduras earlier this year. 
The adults of the Hanover, Pa., 
church had a spiritual growth retreat 
June 3-5 with speaker J. Randall 
Hamercheck. • The youth of the 
Jemison Valley church, Westfield, 
Pa., had a bake sale June 11. Gray-
bill Brubaker spoke June 5 with a 
dinner and slide presentation in the 
afternoon. • Missionary nurse at 
Choma, Mary Biser, led the June 5 
Sunday school and worship at the 
Locust Grove church, York, Pa. A 
picnic followed. • The annual 
Galilean service of the Marsh 
Creek congregation, Howard, Pa., 
was July 10. VBS was July 11-15. • 
Members of the Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., church took part in the June 25 
Harrisburg March for Jesus, "A Day 
to Change the World." 
Ron Burgard was installed June 
12 as an associate pastor of the Mes-
siah Village church, Mechanics-
burg. • Two family-oriented ser-
mons in June at the New Joy church, 
Akron, Pa., were "Children Are Peo-
ple, Too" and "Dad Is more Than 
An Afterthought." 
The Redland Valley church, 
York Haven, Pa., had VBS June 20-
24. • In early June the Roseglen 
congregation, Duncannon, Pa., host-
ed a Community Country Music 
Festival and Barbecue with The 
Good Word Radio Band and Tony 
DiCecco. The church recently took 
three special offerings to cover par-
sonage roof repair. • On June 26 
Richard Ross, previously at the 
Colyer church, was installed as pas-
tor of the Wesley congregation, Mt. 
Holly Springs, Pa. • Five persons 
were baptized June 26 at the West 
Shore church, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Amy Garman and Beth Melhorn 




Bair: Andrew Thomas, Apr. 17; 
Thomas and Pamela (Raup) Bair, 
Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Baker: Jessica Miare, June 9; 
Steve and Sandy Baker, Jemison 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
20 Evangelical Visitor 
Balasa: Jonathan Ray, June 8; 
Bruce and Lynell (Swank) Balasa, 
Nappanee congregation, Ind. 
Bliss: Elizabeth Ann, June 12; 
Jeffrey and Heather Bliss, Jemison 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
Boozer: Raebecca Elizabeth 
Grace, July 5; Jim and Rae Ann 
(Bowers) Boozer, Elizabethtown 
congregation, Pa. 
Brandt: Daniel Robert Henry, 
May 31; Dave and Diane Brandt, 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Brubaker: Jacob Earl, June 12; 
Andrew Hirak III and Sharon 
Brubaker, Jemison Valley congre-
gation, Pa. 
Bumbaugh: Justin Allen, May 
31; Mark and Tonya Bumbaugh, 
Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Fisher: Katherine Lynn, June 
25; Randy and Lorie (Shumaker) 
Fisher, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Goodling: Devin Kirk, May 21; 
Scot and Tammy Goodling, Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Grant: Ashley Marie, May 27; 
Gregg and Kim (Allen) Grant, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Hess: Jade Alexandria, June 10; 
Donald and Yvonne (Heatwole) 
Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Hickey: Lauren Nicole, May 25; 
Brian and Robin (Barton) Hickey, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hilsher: Cora May, June 22; 
Dale and Cindy (Hostettler) Hilsher, 
Maytown congregation, Pa. 
Kelchner: Malachi Lee, June 
11; Jeff and Kelly (Mattem) Kelch-
ner, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Kirkpatrick: Taylor Boyd, June 
4; Brian and Shawn Kirkpatrick, 
Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Kreps: Timothy Lawrence, June 
7; Terry and Julie Kreps, Five Forks 
congregation, Pa. 
Lewis: Gabrielle Leann, June 7; 
Gregory and Carolyn (Lupoid) 
Lewis, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Kaitlyn Marie, June 27; 
Kevin and Rachel (Deyhle) Martin, 
Fairview congregation, Ohio. 
Middlemiss: Samuel Stephen, 
May 30; Donald and Jackie Middle-
miss, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Moomaw: Shane Alexander, 
June 14; Mike and Sharon (Hock) 
Moomaw, Mt. Rock congregation, 
Pa. 
Nissley: Tyler Dennis, June 1; 
Douglass and Loretta (Bert) Niss-
ley, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Prior: Brendan Thomas Francis, 
May 28; Tom and Leslie (Maness) 
Prior, Grantham congregation. Pa. 
Promm: Graham, May 30; Mark 
and Marilynn (Sheffer) Promm, 
Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Rose: Brieaunna Justine, Mar. 
25; Michelle Rose, Elizabethtown 
congregation, Pa. 
Roush: Emily Grace, May 25; 
David and Beth Roush, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Schultz: Abigail Ruth, June 17; 
Gregory and Laurie (Barley) 
Schultz, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Sharp: Rebekah Louise, Apr. 
24; Steve and Chris Sharp, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Shive: Anna Katarina, June 21; 
Bryan and Doralee (Brannon) Shive, 
Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Thrush: Nathan Keith, June 13; 
Lane and Tondra (Thrush) Thrush, 
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Young: Cameron Douglas, June 




Bert - Nothwang: Heather, 
daughter of John and Carol Noth-
wang, Fairfield, Pa., and Judy Du-
Clos, St. Petersburg, Fla., and Tim-
othy, son of Daniel and Fredith Bert, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., May 21, at 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
with Rev. Robert Bigham and Rev. 
Mike Metzger officiating. 
Braun - Schlemmer: Kimberly 
Ann, daughter of Walter and Ann 
Schlemmer, Washington Boro, Pa., 
and Joseph C. Braun II, son of Mar-
garet A. and the late Joseph F. 
Braun, Pequea, Pa., June 4, at Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert W. Hempy and Rev. Robert 
L. Sheetz officiating. 
Brown - McCollum: Janice 
Fern, daughter of Ron and Louise 
McCollum, Ridgeway, Ont., and 
Brian John Patrick, son of Earl and 
Rosanne Brown, Ridgeway, June 11, 
at Holloway Bay Chapel with Rev. 
John Day and Rev. Leonard Chester 
officiating. 
Cober - Tarnawsky: Daria Lyn, 
daughter of Michael Tarnawsky, 
Welland, Ont., and Michelle Bearss, 
Ridgeway, Ont., and Bryan David, 
son of David and June Cober, Stay-
ner, Ont., May 21, at Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Gregory Deardorff and Rev. Richard 
Martens officiating. 
Halbleib - Kline: Mary J., 
daughter of Robert and Barbara 
Kline, Elizabethtown, Pa., and 
Steven A., son of Steven and Nancy 
Halbleib, Elizabethtown, June 25, at 
Conoy Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler offici-
ating. 
Hilborn - Climenhage: Lorna 
Anne, daughter of Trevor and Lynn 
Climenhage, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
and Timothy Andrew, son of Keith 
and Melanie Hilborn, Niagara Falls, 
July 2, at Falls View Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Gregory 
Deardorff and Rev. Garth Leno offi-
ciating. 
Karper - Cook: Stacey Lea, 
daughter of Carlene Sites and Clif-
ford Cook, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Matthew Karper, son of Luther and 
Ruth Karper, May 28, at Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Bob Muir officiating. 
Martin - Kreider: Janet M. 
Kreider, daughter of Richard and 
Anne Yeagley, Cleona, Pa., and 
Michael D., son of Paul Martin and 
Alma Martin, Mercersburg, Pa., 
June 25, at Fairland Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Paul Martin 
officiating. 
Schenck - Warr: Renee, daugh-
ter of Steven June and Cindy Warr, 
Monument, Pa., and Christopher, 
son of Kenneth and Connie Schenck, 
Beech Creek, Pa., June 18 at Cedar 
Heights Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiat-
ing. 
Shetter - Johnson: Tiffiny Ann, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Johnson, Scotland, Pa., and Terry L., 
son of Harold and Carol Shetter, 
Orrstown, Pa., June 11, at Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Lloyd Zimmerman officiating. 
Woolums - Zimmerman: Alisa 
Faye, daughter of Lloyd and Faye 
Zimmerman, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Joseph Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Woolums, May 21, at Mt. 
Freedom Baptist Church with Rev. 
Ray Lauter officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brubaker: Mabel G. Brubaker, 
bom Apr. 27, 1900, in West Salem, 
Ohio, daughter of Charles and 
Emma Yost Hines, died June 15. 
Preceding her in death was her hus-
band, Emerson J. Brubaker. Surviv-
ing are three daughters, Ruth 
Brubaker, Lona Climenhaga, and 
JoAnne Brubaker. Mabel was a 
member of the Ashland, Ohio, con-
gregation and a resident of Messiah 
Village, Pa. Services were held at 
the Messiah Village church with 
Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. 
Martha Lady officiating. Further ser-
vices were held at the Ashland 
church with Rev. Arthur Climen-
haga and Rev. Glenn A. Robitaille 
officiating. Interment was in Chest-
nut Grove Cemetery. 
Deardorff: Pearl I. Deardorff, 
born Jan. 19, 1913, daughter of 
Adam S. and Lilie Kirkpatrick 
Hoover, died June 19. Preceding her 
in death was her husband Frank 
Deardorff. Surviving are three 
daughters, Eunice Zook, Audrey J. 
Brubaker, and Janice A. Burkholder; 
a son, Lewis F.; and two sisters, 
Vema Burkholder and Helen Smith. 
She and her husband farmed in the 
Franklin Co., Pa., area most of their 
lives. She retired from the Fashion 
POSITION AVAILABLE 
Evangel Publishing House is taking applications for 
the position of Publishing Assistant. This person will 
assist the Christian Light Bookstore division in develop-
ing promotions and advertising; will assist the denomi-
national editor in promoting the Evangelical Visitor and in 
developing books and curriculum; and will carry major 
responsibilities in the area of promotion, record-keep-
ing, order fulfillment, and inventory control for Sunday 
school curriculum and Evangel Publishing House prod-
ucts. 
Applicants should be able to write clearly and con-
cisely, have a good understanding of and aptitude for 
print media design, be familiar with computers (preferably 
both IBM and Macintosh), and understand basic business 
principles. It is desirable that applicants have a good 
understanding of Christian education principles and prod-
ucts, experience in creating and/or using Junior High 
Sunday school curriculum, and understand Wesleyan 
and Anabaptist theology and practice. 
This position is now open. Salary is negotiable. 
Resumes should be submitted to Roger L. Williams, 
Evangel Publishing House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, 
IN 46550. For more information, phone (800) 253-9315. 
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Lane clothing store in 1984. Pearl 
was a member of the Air Hill con-
gregation, Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Gerald Wingert and 
Rev. Roger Witter officiating. Inter-
ment was in Norland Cemetery. 
Grove: Walter W. Grove, born 
Feb. 18, 1916, son of Edward and 
Cora Wenger Grove, died June 10. 
Preceding him in death was a broth-
er, Henry W. Surviving are his wife, 
Anna (Mellinger); two sons, Jay E. 
and Jeffry L.; three daughters, Dena 
G. Stoner, Carol J. Hoffman, and 
Colleen K. Troost; and 14 grand-
children. Walter served as deacon, 
chairman of the board, Sunday 
school teacher, member of the 100 
year anniversary committee, and of 
the Care and Share Board at the Mt. 
Rock church, Pa. The funeral was 
held at Fogelsanger Bricker Funeral 
Home with Rev. Lloyd Zimmerman 
and Rev. Robert Muir officiating. 
Interment was in the church ceme-
tery. 
Harter: Wayne L. Harter, born 
Feb. 8, 1928, son of George and 
Mae Frazier Harter, died Apr. 24. 
Surviving are his wife, Rhoda M. 
(Hoover); three daughters, Ruth A., 
Mary A., and Betty J. Harter; one 
grandson; five sisters, Faye Vona-
da, Frances Coder, Miriam Keen, 
Martha Harter, and Dollie Rishel; 
and four brothers, Charles, Dean, 
Marlin, and Gerald. Wayne served in 
the U.S. Navy for two years, and had 
worked for Cerro Metal Products for 
47 years. He was a member of the 
Green Grove congregation, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Thomas Bouch officiating. 
Interment was in Centre County 
Memorial Park. 
Herr: Frances M. Herr, born 
May 19, 1917, daughter of Witmer 
and Ellen Stauffer Neff, died June 
22. Surviving are her husband, 
Stehman E. Herr; a son, Allan; two 
grandsons; and two sisters. She and 
Stehman had celebrated 52 years of 
marriage. She was a member of the 
Pequea church, Pa., where the funer-
al was held with Rev. Omer E. King 
and Rev. J. Daniel Houck officiat-
ing. Interment was in Millersville 
Mennonite Cemetery. 
Hoke: Mary H. Hoke, born Sept. 
25,1915, daughter of AbramM. and 
Annie Sangrey Hess, died May 27. 
Surviving are her husband, William 
R. Hoke; two sons, Carlton E. and 
Kenneth O.; a daughter, Anita H. 
Carlson; nine grandchildren; a broth-
er, Mark S. Hess; and three sisters, 
Lois S. Hess, Suie Wissler, and Edna 
Hess. Mary was a beloved, resource-
ful, and relentless servant with 
Brethren in Christ World Missions 
for 35 years in India. She served 
with Trans World Radio and O.M.S. 
International in Allahabad. She was 
a member of the Messiah Village 
church, Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Martha Lady and 
Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. 
Interment was in the Pequea church 
cemetery. 
Landis: Jacob Landis, born May 
4, 1904, son of Isiah and Cassandra 
Landis, died June 18. Surviving are 
his wife, Beatrice; two sons, Stanley 
and Richard; a daughter, Lorraine 
Yocum; four foster children, James 
Warriner, Charles Brooks, George 
Hirn, and Sally Heacock; and five 
grandchildren. The funeral was held 
at the Perkiomen Valley church, Pa., 
with Rev. David Croxford officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Miller: Virginia Mae Miller, 
born Mar. 3, 1932, daughter of 
Amos and Sara Heiss Keller, died 
June 22. Surviving are her husband. 
Vj\/\o?ieiffy\aPttrs 
The following is a personal testimony 
by Peggie Miller of the Hempfield 
Brethren in Christ Church, near Lan-
caster, Pa. This congregation is just two 
years old and is planning to build a 
new facility. A capital fund drive was 
held in April-May 1994. This personal 
testimony was a result of the campaign. 
Gkive. GLOA +he Q\ov\r\ 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 






Direct Giving 317.470 
Congregational 187,189 
Individual 130,281 
Total to Date 1.520.311 
Total Budget 4.093.469 











How DID YOU figure out how much to pledge to build God's new church 
in Hempfield Township? 
Let me share with you how I did it. 
After much prayer, I confess I worked 
out my giving figure by head knowl-
edge. Granted, that came from making 
cuts and rearranging priorities. It 
stretched me, but still I was "comfort-
able" that I could make the goal 
because it was based on real figures. I 
was ready to fill out the amount on my 
messenger card. 
But then . . . the Holy Spirit asked 
me where the "faith" part of my pledge 
was. I had no answer. I realized at that 
moment, although I thought I was mak-
ing a "faith" pledge, I really wasn't. It 
was simply an economic sacrificial 
rearranging of my budget. 
I asked God what he wanted me to 
pledge for Him. He told me and I said, 
"What??!!" He patiently repeated the 
figure again. I said, "O.K., Lord." 
Right up to the time we messengers 
had to turn in our cards, I confess, I 
almost backed off adding God's Faith 
Commitment to my figure. 
You see the "faith" figure God gave 
me was $1,000 per year or a 
total of $4,000. To me, 
that was an impossible 
amount of money. I had 
no idea where it would 
come from. In obedi-
ence, I added one thousand 
dollars per year with my figure and 
said, "Lord, remember that's on your 
side of the ledger!" 
There was no doubt that I was now 
operating in faith and obedience to the 
Lord. It was his commitment. He would 
do it his way, if I would just be open 
and follow him. He has been teaching 
me how he will do it. 
On April 8, 1994,1 received a fifty 
dollar check from my only aunt, who is 
one hundred years old. That was the 
start. I found a little note book and 
labelled it "Faith Promise Money From 
the Lord for building Hempfield Breth-
ren In Christ Church—The Lord's 
Account." 
Later I found money in a skirt and 
some in a summer pocketbook. I real-
ized I had books I could sell. Recently, 
I rented a table at St. Edwards Episco-
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Warren N. Miller; four daughters, 
Donna Miller, Darlene Hughes, 
Nancy Myers, and Bonnie Miller; 
seven grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; a brother, Kenneth R. 
Keller; and four sisters, Joyce Smith, 
Carol Smith, Judith Eshleman, and 
Norma Miller. Virginia worked as a 
packer for Shank's Extracts until 
1992. She was a member of the 
Manor church, Pa., where she 
worked in the nursery for 17 years. 
The funeral was held at the church 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiat-
ing. Interment was in Conestoga 
Memorial Park. 
Spang: Mae Spang, born Aug. 
11,1911, died June 9. She graduated 
from Juniata College and Temple 
University. She was a retired music 
teacher at Messiah College and was 
a former teacher in the Carlisle area 
school district and Oak Lane Coun-
try day School. She was a member 
of the Messiah Village church, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. 
John Larson officiating. 
Turner: Ada H. Turner, born 
Mar. 2, 1894, in Gormley, Ont., 
daughter of Jonathan and Ammaline 
Lyons, died June 10. She was the 
widow of Emery Turner. Surviving 
are a daughter, Laura M. Hoffman; 
three grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; a sister, Elsie Nies-
ley; and a brother, Clarence Lyons. 
Ada was a fervent woman of prayer 
and memorizer of Scripture. She had 
memorized the 17th chapter of John 
at age 97. She was a member of the 
Messiah Village church, Pa., where 
the funeral was held with Rev. 
Martha L. Lady and Rev. J. Robert 
Sheetz officiating. Interment was in 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Ward: William Thomas Ward, 
57, son of Mary and the late Frank 
Ward, died Jan. 17. Surviving are 
his wife, Donna (Tabner); four 
daughters, Cathie Janssen, Kim 
Pearson, Merrilee Bono, and Tracey 
Ward; a son, Ryan; a stepdaughter, 
Lynn Tabner; eight grandchildren; a 
sister, Jean; and a brother, Joseph. 
He was a veteran of the Royal Cana-
dian Navy and a member of the 
Stoney Creek, Ont., police force. He 
had volunteered in community 
sports and Boy Scouts. He attended 
the Ridgemount church, Ont. The 
funeral was held at the Donald V. 
Brown Funeral Home. Interment 
was in Tapleytown Cemetery. 
Wingert: Ruth E. Wingert, born 
Feb. 14, 1911, in Bulawayo, South-
ern Rhodesia [now Zimbabwe], 
Africa, daughter of Myron and Adda 
Engle Taylor, died June 6. Surviving 
are her husband, Chester Wingert; 
two sons, L. Eugene and Donald L.; 
a daughter, Lois E. Einolf; four 
grandchildren; and a sister, Anna 
Taylor Grissinger. Ruth was the first 
child to be born to Brethren in Christ 
missionaries in Africa, and through-
out her life embodied the spirit of 
world missions. She attended junior 
college at Messiah College and 
earned a nursing degree from Har-
risburg Hospital. She became dean 
of women and the school nurse at 
Messiah. In the late 1940s and early 
'50s, and again in the '70s she 
returned with her husband to Zim-
babwe as missionaries. She was a 
member of the Messiah Village con-
gregation, Pa. Funeral services were 
held there with Rev. J. Robert 
Lehman and Rev. Arthur Climen-
haga officiating, and at the New 
Guilford church with Rev. Robert 
D. Vemo and Rev. Arthur Climen-
haga officiating. Interment was in 
the New Guilford church cemetery. 
pal yard sale to sell other items which 
helped them and me. All amounts and 
dates are written down for the Lord's 
account. 
On June 4, two months later, I 
wrote a check to Hempfield Brethren 
In Christ Church Building Fund for 
$210.74 from the Lord's side of my 
faith pledge. I was excited and flab-
bergasted. It looks like the Holy Spir-
it will have his yearly pledge in 
before I have mine. 
Already I have a dollar on God's 
side of the account for the next check. 
This was courtesy of the Giant gro-
cery store manager because the 
checkout line was delayed. Don't 
laugh, folks, it all adds up. 
Other ways I found the Lord lead-
ing me for his faith pledge was to sell 
several class and other rings as scrap 
gold to be melted. A jeweler priced 
some other (inherited) jewelry and 
suggested I would do better selling 
them privately. Each would benefit in 
price, he said. It will require someone 
who appreciates or wants antique 
rings. This is all new to me. I have to 
trust the Lord to bring forth the right 
buyer. I will wait and be alert to an 
opportunity. 
Some of what I am learning 
through this walk with our living 
Lord is that he cares about me per-
sonally. He knows what we each 
have. Whatever financial limitations, 
we think we have, he will show us we 
have much more wealth than we 
know. We just need to trust him. We 
need to be willing to turn everything 
we have over to him. Then he can 
multiply and use it like he did the 
loaves and the fishes. 
I can personally say God's faith 
figure is no longer scary to me. It is 
an exciting adventure with me 
securely holding Jesus' hand. As my 
life verse says, "Call to me, and I will 
answer you. I will tell you (show 
you) wonderful and marvelous things 
that you know nothing about." 
Frankly, my pledge side is rather dull. 
I'm glad I listened to the Holy Spirit. 
The faith pledge side is exciting and 
pure joy! 
Why am I sharing this with you? 
Because I believe there might be oth-
ers like me who really calculated 
their building commitment from 
reducing spending. They never asked 
God what they should add for his 
faith figure for them. In essence, we 
were afraid or perhaps leery of trust-
ing God to be a part of building his 
church! We were limiting the spirit of 
the Lord to bring about a miracle of 
creation and joy for us. 
If this is the case with you, I chal-
lenge you to go back and ask God 
what figure he wants you to put down 
as his faith commitment. Then give 
this new figure to our treasurer. I 
think if everyone did this, it would 
make the difference of our moving 
forward with the building of God's 
church now! 
The building committee needs 
such a sign to continue in planning 
for construction. The current figure 
pledged presents a dilemma of "do 
we" or "don't we" build, and if so, 
when. 
Remember, the faith commitment 
is the Lord's side of the ledger. He is 
responsible for it, not you. He will 
provide it for you to give. He wants 
us to build a house of worship for 
him—a place where the wounded and 
weary can be ministered to, a place to 
equip God's saints, and a place for 
revival for those in sin needing hope 
and restoration. He also wants it to be 
free of the burden of debt. 
Seek God's guidance for yourself. 
Each person's faith amount will be 
different. But I am convinced that 
when all the new figures are added 
together, it will be the right remaining 
amount needed for the building/lead-
ership committee to commit to build 
the church God wants. They'll even 
be a smidgen left over to cover things 
God wants that we don't know about 
yet! 
Faith builds faith by sharing our 
walk with each other. That is why I 
was willing to share my faith pledge 
story with you. 
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PRE-CONFERENCE EVENT REPORT 
Transforming Lifestyles in 
a Self-Centered World by Henry and Verna Hess 
IT WAS EXCITING to be involved in the "Transforming Lifestyles in a Self-
Centered World" seminar, sponsored by 
the Board for Stewardship Services, held 
in the Grantham Brethren in Christ 
Church on June 30 and July 1. This con-
ference was well-planned and well-exe-
cuted throughout. It was thrilling to join 
in singing under the direction of Kevin 
Witter. The walls of the sanctuary rever-
berated as we all sang heartily in praise 
and worship to our Lord. 
In the opening session, we listened to 
the testimony of Grace Holland as she 
related how she and her family experi-
enced God's blessing as they used their 
resources in ministry, and experienced 
God's provisions in return. 
There were three drama presentations 
throughout the conference. These were 
arranged by Craig Sider, and were effec-
tively presented by the Howard and Delia 
Tyrrell family. They were humorous and 
provided us with many laughs, but were 
also very effective in causing us to realize 
how subtle the commercial world around 
us can be in influencing our lifestyles. 
The keynote address in the opening 
session was delivered by Director of 
Stewardship W. 
Edward Rick-
man, who spoke 
on "Setting 
Lifestyle Priori-
ties." Lifestyle is 
something that 
doesn't just hap-
pen to us. We 
can shape our 
priorities. He 
pointed out that 
advertisers do 
not promote 
chastity, because a person who is disci-
plined in that area will also be able to 
discipline themselves in their buying 
habits. Using Luke 9:23-25, Ed devel-
oped his message around three statements 
of transformation. 
1. Transformation from self-centered-
ness to Christ-centeredness. 
2. Transformation of personal priori-
ties to service. 
Ed Rickman 
3. Transformation of lifestyle that 
expresses the reality of our priorities. 1 
Timothy 6:9-10 points out the negative 
results of what love of riches can bring 
upon us. 
The Friday morning session began at 
8:30 a.m. with singing, followed by a tes-
timony by Del Hawbaker, a business man 
who shared how God worked in his life 
and how he applied the principles of 
stewardship in the day-to-day world. 
Robert and Kathleen Leadley from Cana-
da related the story of their lives, how 
they were living very comfortable and 
affluent lives before knowing Christ, how 
Christ invaded their lives, and the radical 
changes that took place as a result. The 
audience was captivated as this husband 
and wife alternately related the details of 
their separate journeys to faith and spiri-
tual maturity. 
Following these speakers, nine differ-
ent stewardship workshops were avail-
able, ranging from estate planning to 
record keeping; from retirement planning 
to teaching children about stewardship. 
Workshops were repeated in the after-
noon session so that each person could 
attend two. After the workshops, four 
pastors were asked to share about how 
transformations were taking place in their 
congregations. One pastor related how 
they observed Stewardship Month. The 
congregation was challenged to tithe for 
90 days, and if they were any worse off 
after the 90 days, they could contact the 
pastor, and their money would be refund-
ed. God was proven faithful; there were 
no refunds. 
In the Friday afternoon session, world 
missions executive director Jack 
McClane brought a stirring message in 
which he described stewardship as the 
right person doing the right thing at the 
right time in the right way for the right 
purpose to get the right results. 
Following the afternoon workshops, 
several people shared experiences of how 
their needs were met when they gave pri-
ority to God's work and others' needs. 
The climax came at the closing rally 
on Friday evening. The Grantham Church 
was filled for this service. After special 
Tony Campolo 
music by Cathy Parson, another drama 
presentation and testimony, we were 
addressed by special guest Tony Campo-
lo. In his unique way he had us all laugh-
ing, but was at the same time communi-
cating his message very effectively. 
Campolo referred to a Japanese writer 
who claimed that the world would end in 
democratic capitalism. This is the pattern 
many nations 




because it is 




and stuff that 
people crave. 
There is a cycle 
produced, especially at Christmas time. 
We work to buy things we can't afford, to 
give to people who have everything. He 
pointed us to Revelation 18 which refers 
to the city of Babylon, which is a type of 
evil in this world. Instead of seeing Baby-
lon as a type of a specific place, he sug-
gested that our Babylon is wherever we 
live. Its enticements face us daily. Baby-
lon will fall. We look for the new 
Jerusalem. Revelation 19 tells us that the 
kingdoms of this world will become the 
kingdoms of Christ. The world will not 
end in democratic capitalism as suggest-
ed by the Japanese writer. 
As the conference closed, an invita-
tion was given for response. Those who 
wanted to indicate a desire to obey the 
Lord in regard to their priorities and 
lifestyles during sessions of the confer-
ence stood to their feet. 
To have listened and participated in 
this seminar, one could not go away with-
out a new vision for the excitement of a 
life surrendered to Christ. Such a life will 
produce a transformed lifestyle. 
Henry and Verna Hess are members of the 
Eastlake (Fla.) Brethren in Christ Church 
congregation. 
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The little red church in Marengo 
by Glenn A. Ginder 
On Sunday, June 19, the typical Sunday morning worship 
attendance of 37 swelled to twice the normal size in the little red 
church located in the rolling hills of Southern Indiana as the Mt. 
Zion Brethren in Christ Church celebrated 30 years with their 
founding pastor. In 1963 Pastor Isaac Schmucker, his wife Nina, 
and their five daughters responded to a dream—literally—and 
moved to the community near English, Indiana, to start a church. 
And start a church they did—temporarily in a community-
owned building. Then on January 1,1964, the small group moved 
to the present location where, with the help of Bishop Carl Ulery 
and the Central Conference, they purchased the present proper-
ty with a little red church for $500. 
There is more than one way to celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of a church. The bishop, the pastor and the congregation com-
bined at least three different expressions in celebrating the 
anniversary and Pastor Schmucker's long-term service as found-
ing pastor. 
First was the heart-warming morning worship service and 
fellowship meal on June 19. Along with the sermon by Bishop 
Ginder, there were reflections by Pastor Schmucker, gifts from 
the congregation, and music by three of the five daughters who 
had been a popular musical quintet when they were all young 
people living at home. 
The second ex-
pression was the 
preparation of a 
video tape story of 
the church's begin-
nings and its impact 
in the community. 




and the setting near 
Marengo, will be edited into a perma-
nent video record. 
Third was the dedication of a newly-
completed Fellowship Hall and parking 
lot (pictured above). Without any 
indebtedness the congregation joined 
together and erected a building adjacent 
to the church that provides new restrooms, a fellowship hall with 
kitchen, and several classrooms. The dedication service for the 
new facility was held on Sunday afternoon following the noon 
fellowship meal. 
Pastor Schmucker, who is now in his mid-seventies, continues 
to lead the congregation into the future with a strong accent on 
evangelism and the building of a loving community of believers. 
Isaac and Nina Schmucker 
P iecipleehip for the 21et 
Reconciliation at 
General Conference 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
In March 1994, this column featured 
an article focusing on reconciliation. 
Attention was given to Jesus' instructions 
in Matthew 5, in which he called for giv-
ing reconciliation of relationships priori-
ty over acts of worship. The General 
Conference body of 1994 witnessed just 
that at the end of one of its sessions. 
During the previous days some were 
feeling tension because of statements of 
dissatisfaction and distrust toward the 
denomination's leadership. These atti-
tudes had been reflected in some of the 
decisions of the Conference body. The 
day before, however, there had arisen 
from the floor a call to prayer for this 
Conference. That call prompted several 
expressions, including one sister who 
with sorrow confessed that she'd har-
bored feelings of blame toward the Gen-
eral Secretary, feeling that he had to be 
responsible for certain unfavorable and 
even tragic happenings within the broth-
erhood during the last several years. She 
acknowledged that those feelings of 
anger and blame were based not on evi-
dence, but on a need to blame someone. 
She confessed publicly the wrongness of 
her attitude and asked the General Secre-
tary to forgive her. 
The following morning, it was the 
General Secretary's turn to lead the Con-
ference body in prayer time. He took the 
podium, and with great feeling explained 
that he'd heard of the lady's apology 
belatedly, being unable to hear her 
remarks while she was making them. He 
had since spoken with her. His voice 
breaking with emotion, he now asked her 
to meet him on the floor level before the 
entire assembly, and he left the podium. 
She left her seat. 
The two approached one another. A 
hushed reverence blanketed the assem-
bly, punctuated by scattered noises of soft 
weeping and flashes of white handker-
chiefs. 
The two came together front and cen-
ter. He addressed her with quavering 
voice. He had not known previously of 
the feelings she harbored. He was sorry 
his actions and events beyond his con-
trol had caused her so much pain and 
anger. He acknowledged his fallibility 
and the occurrence of undesired out-
comes despite the best efforts of church 
leaders. He asked her to forgive him. He 
forgave her for her attitudes against him. 
She responded with apology and for-
giving words. She urged others in the 
audience to make things right wherever 
necessary. 
Never has this author seen a more 
powerful example of humility, apology, 
and forgiveness. The assembly was great-
ly moved. The General Secretary urged 
each one to move quickly to pursue pri-
vately any needed reconciliation in their 
relationships. Having received this strik-
ing demonstration, and being strongly 
touched, it was then easy for the assembly 
to enter fervently into a session of prayer. 
This demonstration of reconciliation 
certainly is no substitute for personal 
communication needed for restoration of 
other strained or broken relationships. 
But it set a pattern. May there be many 
replicas in our churches, homes, and 
denomination! Experts in conflict man-
agement report that many churches are 
experiencing conflict at any given time. 
An outbreak of forgiveness and reconcil-
iation would yield an incredible harvest 
of joy. It would also empower our wit-
ness to a watching world. It's a win-win 
deal. Let's do it! 
Samuel M. Brubaker lives in Arcanum, 
Ohio. 




New entrance dedicated 
On Monday, June 13 at 11:00 a.m., 
Messiah College opened and dedicated 
Northgate and the Shaffer Welcome Cen-
ter, the newest addition to its campus and 
part of the beautification/information 
project. 
The venture was partially funded by a 
major gift from Maurice and Dorothea 
Shaffer. Mrs. Shaffer, a Messiah trustee 
since 1982, and her husband, a retired 
lawyer, owned a trucking business in 
Harrisburg for a number of years. 
The project was a unique public-pri-
vate partnership. The college wanted a 
more attractive entrance, but Grantham 
Road leading to the college is a state road 
and PennDOT (the state's department of 
transportation) had no plans to work on it. 
Working with a State Senator and a State 
Representative, college officials were 
able to get all the appropriate permits 
from PennDOT to have the road lowered 
and widened. Both legislators attended 
the dedication ceremony. 
According to Ken Martin, vice presi-
dent for business and finance of Messiah 
College, "The severe winter put strains on 
the time frame for getting the project 
done. The weather, commencement, and 
summer conferences all presented a chal-
lenge." Nevertheless, he said the project 
was "very gratifying. The cooperation 
between the college, state and local offi-
cials, and neighbors of the college was 
quite a juggling act at times. The public-
private partnership along with communi-
ty involvement has paid huge dividends 
in terms of the finished project." 
Book of sermons published 
Preaching The Word, a collection of 
sermons and accompanying essays by 
Brethren in Christ ministers on subjects 
of historic significance to the denomina-
tion, was recently published. Dr. E. Mor-
ris Sider, professor of history and English 
literature at Messiah College and ar-
chivist for the college and the denomi-
nation, is the editor of the volume. 
The book contains 16 sermons that 
Dr. and Mrs. Hostetter (left and right in the photo) with the Shaffers at the dedication 
of the new Welcome Center and Northgate entrance. 
cover a range of subjects or Scriptures 
that have special historic and current 
meaning to the Brethren in Christ, such as 
discipleship, peace, baptism, and 
Matthew 18. Several additional chapters 
are added, one of which analyzes the 
homiletical and hermeneutical contents 
of the sermons, another that reviews some 
recent significant books on preaching, 
and still another section that contains an 
annotated bibliography of 32 books on 
preaching. 
Messiah part of study on 
Christian higher education 
Pepperdine University has received a 
$106,170 grant from the Lilly Endow-
ment Inc. for a national project focusing 
on the quality of Christian higher educa-
tion. Messiah College is one of 15 insti-
tutions included in the study. The project 
runs during the 1994-95 academic year. 
Messiah also received a Lilly grant to 
fund a related project. 
The inability of many Christian insti-
tutions of higher learning to effectively 
integrate faith and learning inspired the 
project, according to Pepperdine profes-
sor of religion Dr. Richard Hughes, direc-
tor of the project. "Many institutions 
determine that their religious commit-
ment is a detriment to serious scholar-
ship and eventually shed their Christian 
orientation," he said. Hughes noted that 
Harvard, Yale, Vanderbilt, the Universi-
ty of Chicago, and a host of major 
research institutions that began with a 
distinctly Christian foundation are in this 
category. 
At the same time, conservative 
church-related institutions sometimes 
find it difficult to reconcile first-rate 
scholarship with their faith commitments, 
Hughes said. As a result, there are almost 
no Christian institutions that compete 
academically with America's premier 
colleges and universities. 
The project will examine how reli-
gious missions and academic quality can 
be effectively integrated at 15 Christian 
institutions of higher learning that repre-
sent seven faith traditions: Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Menno-
nite, Wesleyan/Holiness, Evangelical/ 
Interdenominational and Baptistic/ 
Restorationist. Scholars at each institu-
tions will examine the history of that 
school's efforts to integrate faith and 
learning from its founding to the present. 
Each faith category will include a 
school from the West Coast and one from 
the Midwest, East Coast or South. "We 
want to compare the difference in pres-
sures on West Coast schools and on those 
from other parts of the country," Hughes 
said. 
Participating institutions are: 
Catholic: University of Portland (Ore-
gon) and St. John's University and the 
College of St. Benedict (Minnesota); 
Lutheran: California Lutheran Uni-
versity and St. Olaf College (Minneso-
ta); 
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Reformed: Whitworth College (Wash-
ington) and Calvin College (Michigan); 
Mennonite: Fresno Pacific College 
(California) and Goshen College (Indi-
ana); 
Wesleyan/Holiness: Point Loma 
Nazarene College (California) and Mes-
siah College (Pennsylvania); 
Evangelical/Interdenominational: 
Seattle Pacific University (Washington) 
and Wheaton College (Illinois); 
B aptistic/Restorationist: Pepperdine 
University (California) and Samford Uni-
versity (Alabama). 
The project will explore how an insti-
tution conceives of the tasks of teaching 
and scholarship and the relation between 
the two; the nature and consistency of the 
institutional vision; the way an institu-
tion portrays itself to its internal and 
external constituencies; the extent to 
which the institution's mission affects the 
curriculum, university governance and 
student affairs; the religious basis for fac-
ulty hiring, appointment of senior admin-
istrators and selection of trustees; and 
religious patterns of student recruitment 
and financial aid. 
Each institution will produce a narra-
tive that describes the history of its 
faith/learning intersection. Hughes and a 
consultant will edit the narratives, which 
will be published in a book to be widely 
circulated among U.S. Christian colleges. 
The book's goal is to stimulate serious 
conversation about these issues nation-
wide. • 
Focusing our Mission... 
continued from page 30 
The habit Daniel had created over 
many years indicates that prayer was a 
priority in his life. When the greatest 
test of his life arrived, he was so 
focused that he did what was natural— 
continued to meet God three times a 
day (6:10). Prayer was a priority 
enabling Daniel to carry out his assign-
ments with grace, wisdom and integri-
ty (6:3-4). 
A major secret to the miraculous 
growth of the Korean church has been 
its commitment to prayer. In Beyond 
Numbers, Paul Cho describes the com-
mitment of thousands of people who 
rise early in the morning to pray for 
their unsaved neighbors and friends. 
Others go to their "prayer caves" to 
wait on the Lord. An aggressive pro-
gram of evangelism and discipleship 
has produced astounding results 
because God's people made prayer a 
priority. Few other nations can rival 
such a dramatic and revolutionary 
change in conversion to Christianity. 
The crunch for every Christian 
comes at the point of prioritizing inter-
ests and schedules. Only when prayer 
becomes a priority will the "desires of 
culture" fall into their rightful place, 
becoming subservient to the demands 
of the cross. The two foundational prin-
ciples of habit and commitment drive 
the Christian to carve out opportunities 
for prayer. 
Intentional quiet times early in the 
morning or late at night are essential. 
However, we need to use the numer-
ous "down times" to draw near to God 
and intercede for a marvelous moving 
of the Holy Spirit. We can learn to 
engage in meaningful prayer while jog-
ging, showering, driving to work, or 
lying awake at night. Difficult decisions 
at home, at work, or in the church 
should force us to stop, listen, and look 
for God's wisdom. In the midst of 
immense struggle and persecution, the 
early church thrived because prayer 
was a priority. 
A recent issue of "Discipleship Jour-
nal" (May 1994) carried a special sec-
tion on prayer. Two phrases grabbed 
my attention: "Prayer, the Language of 
Love" and "Prayer, an Act of Love." 
Love always makes time and finds 
ingenious ways to express itself. A 
burning love for God and for others 
will go a long way to make prayer a 
priority. 
Our church will engage appropriate-
ly in fulfilling its purpose of evange-
lism and discipleship as we bathe our 
mission in prayer. It must be our prior-
ity! • 
Vice President of Medical 
and Clinical Services 
Prairie View, Inc., a private, not-for-
profit, comprehensive mental health 
provider based in Newton, Kans., is 
seeking a psychiatrist to serve as Vice 
President of Medical and Clinical Ser-
vices. This top-level management posi-
tion will be responsible for standards of 
care and program development for com-
munity mental health centers in New-
ton, Marion, and McPherson; outpatient 
services in Wichita; and a 60-bed psy-
chiatric hospital and partial hospital 
located on a 70-acre campus at the edge 
of Newton. Prairie View was estab-
lished in 1954 by the Mennonite 
churches and is guided by a strong tra-
dition of Christian caring. Submit cover 
letter and resum6 to Melvin Goering, 
CEO; Prairie View, Inc.; P. O. Box 467; 
Newton, KS 67114-0467. 
Conrad Grebel College 
The Board of Governors of Conrad Grebel 
College invites applications and/or nominations 
for the position of President. 
The President is the Chief Executive Officer of the College and is 
responsible to the Board of Governors. Conrad Grebel College is a 
Mennonite residential and teaching college owned by the Mennonite 
Conference of Eastern Canada and affiliated with the University of 
Waterloo, offering programs of study at both the undergraduate and 
graduate level. Preference will be given to candidates who stand within 
the Anabaptist/Mennonite tradition, who have earned a doctorate and 
who are Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Canada. 
All inquiries will be kept in strict confidence. The appointment will be 
effective July 1, 1995. Applications and resumes should be received by 
September 30, 1994 and should be addressed to: 
The Chair 
Presidential Search Committee 
Conrad Grebel College 
Waterloo, Ontario 
N2L 3G6 
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Dear Onesimus, 
There are several issues you brought 
up in your letter to Paul (May issue), but 
I will limit my response to the one I con-
sider most important. You seem to have a 
problem with how we as a church, and 
specifically a "peace" church, should 
relate to the other denominations. Per-
haps my few thoughts along with Scrip-
ture will help. 
Your statement, "When we begin to 
say and believe the exact same things that 
all other Christians say and believe, then 
we are truly irrelevant" greatly intrigued 
me and brought several questions to 
mind. What is the point of Jesus' high 
priestly prayer recorded in John 17—that 
each of us be different? Paul's chief aim 
was to "know Christ" (Phil 3:8-10). 
Should that not also be our chief aim, and 
how in the world can we do that "unique-
ly"? Are we in danger of making the 
"peace" doctrine a part of our identity? 
Scripture clearly tells us where we are 
to obtain our identity. Jesus Christ is 
more than our righteousness. He is also 
our identity, our life, our fulfillment, our 
pride, our hope, our "peace," our joy, and 
our ultimate worth. While it is one thing 
to be committed to a specific doctrinal 
understanding, it is something quite dif-
ferent to use that doctrinal understanding 
as an identity! God does not identify us as 
liberals or conservatives, fundamentalists 
or charismatics, pacifists or militarists. 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and 
Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 
Church or this periodical. 
He identifies us in Christ Jesus, and has 
seated us with him in the heavenly places 
(Eph. 2:6, Col. 3:1-3). May God help us 
understand and accept this very important 
truth. Are we "irrelevant" if we believe 
and accept this and all biblical truth along 
with other "generic" Christians? 
In conclusion, my dear Onesimus, get 
copies of Paul's letters to the Romans, 
Philippians, Ephesians, and Colossians, 
study them thoroughly and then "the 
peace of God, (that's probably a "gener-
ic" peace) which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:7). 
Stanley Eyster 
East Berlin, Pa. 
Onesimus writes, "John Wesley didn't 
rely on parliament to solve England's 
social problems" (June issue). True, he 
realized that only redemption in Jesus 
truly solves social problems, and I agree 
we should have the same view today. 
True, he also put his convictions to work 
to help to provide temporal solutions, and 
I agree that we should go and do like-
wise. 
But is Onesimus implying that Wesley 
did not consider legislative solutions to be 
appropriate Christian pursuits? This let-
ter, which Wesley wrote late in life to 
William Wilberforce, the steadfast oppo-
nent of slavery who worked in Parlia-
ment for decades to outlaw it, indicates 
that Wesley believed that politics can be 
a calling. 
My dear Sir, 
Unless the Divine power has 
raised you up to be as Athanasius 
contra mundum [against the world], 
I see not how you can go through 
your glorious enterprise in opposing 
that execrable villainy, which is the 
scandal of religion, of England, and 
of human nature. Unless God has 
raised you up for this very thing, you 
will be worn out by the opposition of 
men and devils, but if God be for 
you, who can be against you? Are all 
of them together stronger than God? 
Oh, be not weary of well-doing. Go 
on in the name of God, and in the 
power of His might, till even Ameri-
can slavery, the vilest that ever saw 
the sun, shall vanish away before it. 
That He that has guided you from 
your youth up may continue to 
strengthen in this and all things, is 
the prayer of, 
Your affectionate servant, 
John Wesley 
Let us hope and pray and believe the 




P.S. The letter is quoted in Kingdoms in 
Conflict by Charles Colson, an excellent 
resource on Christian participation in 
government, politics, and the public 
debate. 
I thoroughly enjoyed the "Disciple-
ship for the 21st Century" column on 
television in the June issue. 
This is the third year that we as a fam-
ily have "fasted" from TV for the month 
of June. Our kids (aged 14 and 12) still 
squawk a bit about it, but they also find 
creative ways of using their time that 
would have been spent in front of the 
tube. 
Taming that box is a crucial issue for 
Christians today. Thanks for raising the 
issue. 
Bob Finley 
Boiling Springs, Pa. 
I recently purchased from Evangel 
Press copies of Hymns for Praise and 
Worship (1984) and Hymns for Worship 
(1963). 
I would very much like to locate 
copies of the earlier Brethren in Christ 
hymnals, beginning with the Brethren's 
Hymnbook of 1862 and coming on down 
to the Spiritual Hymns of 1874 as well as 
Spiritual Hymns edition with tunes of 
1909. I understand that a revised and 
enlarged edition of Spiritual Hymns was 
issued in 1922, which was followed by 
Spiritual Songs and Hymns in 1935. 
I know from long experience that 
locating copies of these long-out-of-print 
hymnals won't be easy. More than likely, 
they had very limited press runs in the 
first place and not many good copies have 
survived. 
I shall greatly appreciate any leads 
which you can furnish in my quest for 
older hymnals. 
Ernie R. Bailey 
1207 Kirkwood 
Murray, KY 42071-3216 
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Dear Paul, 
This has been an exciting week—a 
week which ended radically different 
than the way it began. More accurately, I 
should say my attitude is different. This 
past week was the gathering of represen-
tatives to our denomination's bi-annual 
General Conference. General Conference 
is rather like the meetings you'd call 
"councils," sorta like the Council of 
Jerusalem recorded in Acts 15. Whether 
we call it Conference or Council, the 
point is that the body gathers together to 
discuss issues and pass resolutions 
regarding the life of the church. 
How and why did my attitude change? 
Well, a few weeks ago a good brother 
wrote saying he'd like to meet at Confer-
ence and talk about my perception of the 
church's current state. To be honest, at 
that point I wasn't in a very optimistic 
frame of mind. As far as I could tell the 
church was in trouble—declining finan-
cial support, seeming serious confusion 
over structure and administration, cen-
tralization and isolation of leadership, etc. 
Moreover, I had never been to a Confer-
ence which had much, if any, frank dis-
cussion. So I didn't really believe Con-
ference would contribute to any signifi-
cant change. I assumed it was going to be 
business as usual. I do believe I was 
wrong! 
First, there was very open and 
forthright discussion. Strong speeches 
were made from the floor. Alternative 
proposals were moved and debated. 
There were numerous close votes taken. 
Clearly we were divided. Some folks saw 
this as Satan's influence attempting to 
divide us. I believe we finally found the 
courage to speak about what we believed 
God was saying to us. I wasn't at the 
Jerusalem Council, but I suspect the 
"lines were drawn" there as well, and I 
doubt very much that every speech was of 
a "warm and fuzzy" nature. Still you, 
James, and the elders made a crucial deci-
sion, and all such decisions must be pre-
ceded by an open exchange of ideas. We 
shouldn't be so simple as to believe 
strong disagreements are indicative of 
hate and division. One can strongly dis-
agree with someone she or he loves! 
Not only was there freedom of debate, 
but people also finally talked of their 
abiding frustrations. Some repeatedly 
cited a lack of skilled communication, 
both at the level of hearing and speak-
ing, on the part of church leaders. Others 
asked why "power" tended to be hoarded 
and held by a select group. One man 
boldly, yet gently, asked when leadership 
positions would be given to younger men 
and women. By the way, I noticed the 
irony here in the fact that the questioner 
and his peers were in their forties and not 
"wet behind the ears" twenty-year-olds. 
It is over this issue of leadership and 
power that I've had the most significant 
change of heart. I must confess, as others 
did at Conference (more on that later), 
that I have had serious doubts about our 
leaders. In my less charitable moments 
I've thought some rather harsh thoughts 
on this subject. But now I'm convinced I 
was wrong. These people are not schem-
ing and conniving power hoarders. In 
fact, they are very good examples of the 
type of leaders known as bureaucrats, and 
I am not using this word in a pejorative 
fashion. They are excellent organizers, 
they know the "hard facts," and they can 
make intelligent decisions in light of 
these facts. 
For me, part of the leadership prob-
lem is that bureaucrats are good at main-
taining, but are not the type of leaders 
who can change people's attitudes and 
lead in fundamentally new directions. For 
radical change a group needs a vision-
ary, a creative thinker; in short, a leader 
with charisma is required. And here's the 
core problem of our church's leadership: 
it seems like all our leaders are bureau-
crats. Where are the visionaries? Where 
are the great communicators? I think 
every church needs one bureaucrat, 
maybe like James, and one visionary, like 
you. Between these two types working 
together, we won't forget who we were 
and the hard facts, but we will also have 
a hope of a better way and someone who 
can express that hope. I am convinced 
that when a group's leadership style con-
sists of only one type of administrator— 
be it bureaucrat or visionary—then that 
group is in serious trouble. 
But most encouraging of all was the 
spirit of confession which developed. 
People were honest and didn't hide 
behind masks. Folks admitted harboring 
bad attitudes; others admitted making 
poor decisions. No one claimed to be per-
fect and flawless. We admitted we strug-
gle with the heavy issues of life. I per-
sonally don't see how one can reject oth-
ers who are open, honest, and sincere 
about themselves. One can't easily "write 
them off." By being honest and open, 
they earn the right to be trusted and 
viewed as individuals to whom we should 
listen. You were honest about yourself; 
you even went so far as to call yourself 
the chief of all sinners. That didn't 
destroy your credibility. 
Well, I've rambled on longer than I 
should, but it was a great week. 
Grace be with you, 
Onesimus 
/ . coming in the September Visitor: 
• Acts 16 Revisited 
• Upland College Makes 
"Full Circle" 
Remember, only one monthly magazine is 
publishing with YOU in mind... 
the Evangelical Visitor. 




by Harvey R. Sider 
I am often asked, "What is the ulti-
mate mission of the Brethren in Christ? 
As a denomination, why do we exist 
and where are we going?" 
A quick response is summarized in 
our "Statement of Purpose": 
"The purpose of the Brethren 
in Christ Church is to foster a fel-
lowship of believers whose objec-
tive is to worship and obey the 
triune God and to proclaim His 
gospel to all people" (Manual of 
Doctrine and Government, p.3). 
We have focused this in our imme-
diate priorities of evangelism and dis-
cipleship. It is extremely important that 
we obey the commands of Christ, pro-
claiming the gospel and teaching obe-
dience. 
Every day of our lives we are active-
ly involved in determining priorities. If 
I choose to play a round of golf or to 
read a book, I exclude something else 
that could be done during those hours. 
I may choose to spend time with fami-
ly or friends or work or travel. But 
whatever I do indicates what I consider 
to be important. 
At the conclusion of teaching a mis-
sions' course at Messiah College this 
spring, I was required to complete an 
"idea" form. From a number of objec-
tives I identified which were of major 
and which were of minor importance. It 
was essential to evaluate what was 
important and what I expected to 
accomplish. 
In the cartoon below, both the name 
of the insect (at least phonetically) and 
its posture indicate what it should be 
doing, but the caption raises some ques-
tions. In fact, the insinuation is that we 
make time for other things rather than 
prayer. Is it possible that Brethren in 
Christ people, like the preying mantis, 
are paying only lip service to some-
thing that is at the very heart of our life 
and mission? Do we believe strongly 
enough that our priorities can be 
accomplished only through prayer? 
It is appropriate to have made evan-
"Sure, everyone thinks we're praying, but do any of us 
actually make the time for it?" 
gelism and discipleship priorities for 
the denomination. The Great Commis-
sion—to go and make disciples—calls 
us to the primary task of reaching the 
lost, leading them to become mature, 
reproducing disciples. Christ's com-
pelling concern must be ours. So we 
continue to affirm the excellent Breth-
ren in Christ "Statement of Purpose," 
with an immediate focus on growth, 
both quantitative and qualitative. 
For us to accomplish our mission, 
prayer must be central. In our humani-
ty, however, we all too often become 
sidetracked, thinking that excellent pro-
grams will bring the non-Christian to 
Christ and produce obedient followers. 
But God's Word makes it clear that 
there is no kind of power on earth that 
compares with the effectiveness of 
God's Spirit to accomplish his purpose 
(Zech. 4:6). 
Eugene Peterson in his book on 
Jonah, Under the Unpredictable Plant, 
reminds us that, 
"...prayer is the most deeply 
human action in which we can 
engage....All people, Christian 
and non-Christian, who have 
looked long and carefully at the 
uniqueness of the human enter-
prise, agree on this: prayer is our 
core activity (emphasis mine). 
The life of prayer, the practice of 
prayer, is at the center of the 
human enterprise." 
Yet Peterson goes on to say that, like 
the preying mantis, "For us, (prayer) is 
a consumer product. It is a pious item 
more or less external to ourselves and 
for the most part trivialized" (p. 111). 
In May I was invited to preach a ser-
mon at our Upper Oaks Church (Ont.) 
on "Becoming a Person of Prayer," 
using Daniel (chapter 6) as a model. 
continued on page 27 
Harvey R. Sider 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1994 reminds me of a kaleidoscope—a toy I enjoyed as a boy. It was a simple toy—two mirrors in a v-shape running the length of a short 
tube, with colored pieces of glass sandwiched between two pieces of plastic at the far 
end. But when I held the tube up to the light and turned the end containing the colored 
glass, I saw an endless variety of symmetrical vari-colored patterns. 
From the inspiring worship services and times of small group prayer to the voicing 
of sharp criticism of the Board of Administration; from the introduction of the new 
Jubilee Sunday school curriculum to the airing of long-held resentments; from the chal-
lenge of missions overseas to the maintenance of structures at home; from charges that 
denominational leaders had not heard grassroots feedback to the observation that some 
people won't feel "heard" unless their ideas prevail—the Conference of 1994 was a con-
stantly shifting mosaic. Some aspects were like the beautiful patterns in the kalei-
descope; others were more like the sharp-edged colored glass pieces themselves. Un-
changing, however, was our determined commitment to each other as fellow Christians 
in the body of Christ—even though at times we weren't quite sure some of us were act-
ing wisely or out of the purest of motives. 
Capturing the flavor of this kaleidoscopic Conference is the lead article on page 4— 
expressions from seventeen delegates (first-timers and veteran delegates, pastors and 
laypersons) as they reflect on General Conference 1994. My thanks to these delegates 
and others who accepted the invitation to share their observations—space did not allow 
publishing of all we received. Also helping to capture the flavor of Conference are pho-
tographs taken by David Croxford, professional news photographer and pastor of the 
Perkiomen Valley (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. (To order photos, see page 32.) 
A digest of selected Conference business items as well as Conference "odds and 
ends" appear on page 8. For additional comments regarding Conference, see "Disciple-
ship for the 21st Century" on page 25 and "Onesimus," page 29. 
Pontius" 
As THIS Conference-reporting issue was being brought together, the staff of Evangel L Press and the entire Nappanee community was saddened by a tragic auto accident. 
Charles Stump (son of former Visitor editor V. L. Stump) and James Lentz (husband of 
long-time Evangel Press employee Phyllis Lentz) were killed in a head-on crash a few 
miles east of Nappanee. The driver of the other vehicle reportedly had a blood alcohol 
level three times the legal limit in Indiana, and was driving while his license was sus-
pended. Sally Stump (Chuck's wife) and Phyllis were following in a second car and wit-
nessed the accident. Stumps and Lentzes had hosted dinner in a neighboring town for a 
friend of Jim's, who was not severely injured, and his wife. Both families will appreci-
ate your prayers. G 
P u d d l e Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius Puddle" must pay $10 for each use to Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter Road, Goshen, IN 46526. 
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Conference "pages" walked hundreds of miles as they served 
the delegate body during the six days of Conference. Most (?) 
of the notes were business-related, but rumor has it that 
some delegates played such games as tic-tac-toe via the 
"mail." The pages came up with a novel idea to help denomi-
national funding: a stamp to be used for Conference notes. 
Here two pages unveil on the overhead projector the first 
stamp, featuring General Secretary Don Shafer's likeness. 
On Sunday afternoon, a new Brethren in Christ music group, 
The Singing Bishops," introduced the new Jubilee Sunday 
school curriculum by means of a music video—which was 
greeted by applause by the Conference body. The CONFER-
ENCE CRIER reported that after the showing of "the 
popular Jubilee/Singing Bishops Video," someone 
rwc now criteria for bishop*~1~~~~\j] popular JuDiiee/oiuyiny w.«.. 
overheard: "The new criteria for bishop* ; 
you must have rhythm." The video can 
chased for $8.95 (u.s) from Evangel Pi 
House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 4t 
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Are they twin brothers separated at 
birth? No, they are Dan Houck (left), 
associate pastor of the Pequea (Pa.) 
congregation, and Ray Bailey, dele-
gate from the Alta Loma (Calif.) con-
gregation. Although they were often 
identified as siblings, they are (only) 
brothers in Christ. 
To order a packet of 
12 General Conference 
photos, send $10 (u.s.) 
with your name 
and address to: 
G. C. Photo Pak 
P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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